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A  Salute 
To 


SAYBROOK 


...  We  should  say  "a  salute  to  the  People  ot  Saybrook" 
because,  after  all,  it  is  People  that  build  towns.  .  .  .  Past 
and  present  generations  of  People  who  plan  and  work  and 
dream.  People  who  want  a  decent  place  to  live  and  raise 
their  families.  .  .  .  People  who  are  sincere,  honest  and 
hardworking. .  . .  People  who  get  involved.  .  .  .  People  who 
for  150  years  have  been  building  a  better  America  by 
building  the  kind  of  town  that  helps  form  the  backbone  of 
America.  .  .  .  Congratulations  "People  of  Saybrook"! 
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1825 


Cheney's  Grove  Township 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


1975 


Program 


JULY4TH 
1:30  P.M.  Beard  Judging 

Brothers  of  the  Brush 
Kangaroo  Court 
Antiques-City  Buidjng 
Slides  of  Past  History 
2:30  P.M.  Youth  Activities 

5:00  P.M.  Meal 

Tent  west  of  Legion  Building 

7:30  P.  M.  Welcome-Don  Gibbens 

Crowning  Of  King  &  Queen 

70  Years  &  Older 
Crowning  Prince  &  Princess 

3  to  5  years  Old 
Steve  Vogel,  MC-WJBC 

8:00  P.M.  Style  Show 

9:00  P.M.  Fire  Works  Spectacular 


JULY5TH 
9:30  A.M.  Garden  Tractor  Derby 

West  Lincoln  Street 

1:30  P.M.  Parade 

Antique  Car  Show 

2:30  P.M.  Band  Concert 

5:00  P.M.  Meal 

Tent  west  of  Legion  Building 

9:00  P.M.  Pageant 

South  of  Park  Shelter 

9:00  P.M.  -  12:00  Dancing 

Teenagers -High  School 
Music-"Silver  Bullets" 


SUNDAY 
JULY6TH 
10:30  A.M.  Open  Air  Church  Services 

South  of  Park  Shelter 
Paul   Davis-WCIA 
Speaker 

1:30  P.M.  Antique  Show 

Recognition  of  Oldest  Citizens 
Former  Mayors 

2:30  P.M.  Gospel  Quartet 

Bring  basket  lunch  if  you  wish  or  patronize  our 
several  food  stands. 


The  following  historical  account  of  Cheney's 
Grove  Township  was  taken,  after  much  research 
from    these    various     sources     and    with     the 


tremendous  response  of  many,  many,  many, 
citizens  of  the  community.  We  wish  to  extend  our 
heartfelt  thanks  to  those  who  contributed. 


9  77.35''? 


The  Saybrook  Gazette 

The  Daily  Pantagraph 

History  of  N\c\^&av,  County     1879  Edition 

People  of  the  Community 

THE  HISTORICALCOMMITTEE 

W.  Rex  Butler,  Chairman 
Hester  Arbogast  Wm.  Stack 

Alleen  Jenson  Jay  Fitz Henry 

Joe  Streenz  Chas.  Bane 
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PHONE:   217   -   784-4206 
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•  Commercial  Loans 

•  Installment  Loans 


COMPLETE  TRUST  DEPARTMENT 

FARM   MANAGEMENT 
Drive  In  Banking  Service 


•  Auto  Loans 

•  Appliance  Loans 
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BELLFLOWER  IWP. 


MC  IfAN  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS  1974 


1974MAPOFCHENEY'SGROVE  TOWNSHIP 


The  area  superimposed  on  this  map  shows  the 
original  extent  of  Cheney's  Grove  as  of  map  of 
1835.  (Historical  Society  of  McLean  Co.)  This  is 
the  section  where  the  first  pioneers  in  this  area 


settled.  Living  in  the  grove  proper  because  of  the 
timber  for  use  as  fuel  and  shelter  and  farming 
plots  along  the  edge  of  the  grove  for  food. 


PEOPLES  STATE  bAHK  OF  COLFA\X 


Colfax.  Illinois  61728 
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The  agent  to  see 

for  your 

living  protection 


The  Agent 
from  Equitable 


1 


Lester  L.  "Babe"  Hawthorne 


Your  specialist  in  Living  insurance  protection  can  help  you 
find  the  right  plan  for  your  living  needs— and  fit  this  plan  to 
your  pocketbook.  too.  He  is  a  skilled  life  underwriter,  who 
can  show  you  how  Living  insurance  can  mean  funds  toward 
your  child's  college  education,  a  comfortable  retirement  for 
you  someday,  money  for  emergencies,  or  for  your  family  if 
you  die.  Call  The  Agent  from  Equitable. 

LESTER  L.  "BABK  •  H.AVVTHORNE 
District  Manager 


THE 
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UITABLE 


p.  O    BOX  1447      SUITE  32 
2207    E     WASHINGTON    ST. 
BLOOMINGTON,    ILL.  61701 


The  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States,  New  York,  N.Y. 
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Jonathan  Cheney 


Catherine  Owen  Cheney 


Jonathan  Cheney  was  born  September  13,  1785, 
in  Freemans's  Fort,  on  Booth's  Creek,  Virginia. 
His  parents  were  born  in  New  York,  and  were 
Americans  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  He  was 
about  five  feet  and  ten  inches  in  height,  was 
straight  and  muscular,  had  large  forehead,  was 
a  very  determined  man,  and  his  appearance 
would  show  that  when  he  undertook  anything  he 
tried  very  hard  to  carry  it  through.  He  was  a 
pleasant,  cheerful  man,  and  loved  practical 
jokes.  He  was  the  first  settler  at  Cheney's  Grove, 
which  took  its  name  from  him. 

Jonathan  Cheney  married,  March  22,  1805, 
Catherine  Owen.  They  were  raised  together.  She 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1787,  in  Edward's  Fort  and  was 
of  Welch  descent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney,  after  their  marriage, 
moved  about  fifteen  miles  away  to  some  land, 
which  they  owned,  and  remained  there  eighteen 
months,  when  they  moved  (in  the  fall  of  1806)  on 
horseback  to  Champaign  County  to  about  ten 
miles  from  where  Urbana,  Ohio  now  stands. 
Mary  Cheney,  afterwards  Mrs.  Stansbury,  was 
born  two  days  after  their  arrival.  They  lived 
there  until  the  fall  of  1817,  when  Mr.  Cheney 
moved  the  family  to  southern  Illinois.  He  crossed 
the  Wabash  and  went  out  on  the  main  road  from 
Vincennes  to  St.  Louis.  When  they  came  out  on 


the  prairie,  where  nothing  could  be  seen  but  the 
level  earth  and  blue  sky,  and  tall  prairie  grass, 
which  blowing  and  swaying  in  the  wind,  gave  the 
impression  of  being  at  high  sea,  Mary  Cheney 
remarked  that  she  had  "never  been  so  far  from 
the  land  before.".  The  ground  was  soft  and 
quicksandy,  and  sometimes  the  horses  would 
sink  in  up  to  their  fetlocks.  The  Cheney  family 
was  obliged  to  get  provisions  some  miles  away 
across  a  swamp  called  Purgatory.  This  swamp 
was  impassable  except  by  a  bridge.  But  a  high 
water  came  and  washed  the  bridge  away,  and 
they  were  left  for  three  weeks  with  very  little  to 
eat,  as  it  was  impossible  during  that  time  to  get 
provisions. 

They  then  decided  to  go  back  to  Ohio.  There 
were  at  that  time  five  children  in  the  family. 
They  crossed  the  Wabash  River  when  it  was  very 
dangerous,  and  the  water  splashed  over  them. 
The  weather  was  then  very  cold,  so  cold  that  the 
horses  were  whitened  with  frost  of  their  own 
breath.  Mr.  Cheney  walked  and  drove  the  horses 
while  the  family  rode  in  the  wagon  on  a  feather 
bed  with  a  feather  tick  over  them  as  cover.  They 
made  good  time  in  traveling,  and  returned  to 
their  old  place  in  Ohio.  But  he  was  unsatisfied, 
and  he  was  determined  to  come  to  Illinois. 


Congratulations 
Saybrook 
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Don,  Sharon,  Jayme,  Mary  Beth,  Margaret 
Ed,  Don,  Lillian,  Billie,  Kathy,  Rhonda,  Kevin,  John 


The  family  started  Sept.  21,  1825,  and  arrived 
Oct.  16,  at  Blooming  Grove,  at  a  John  W. 
Dawson's  place.  The  family  had  by  this  time 
grown  to  eight  children.  They  lived  two  weeks 
with  Mr.  Dawson.  On  the  4th  of  Nov.  they  came 
to  Cheney's  Grove.  Their  cattle  were  grazed  for 
a  while  at  the  head  of  Old  Town  timber  upon  blue 
grass,  but  soon  a  fire  came  and  burned  it  off,  and 
the  cattle  were  brought  to  Cheney's  Grove.  His 
stock  lived  during  the  winter  on  the  twigs  of  trees 
and  came  out  in  good  condition  in  the  spring. 

During  that  winter  Mr.  Cheney  went  back  to 
Ohio  to  settle  up  his  business  and  sell  that  part  of 
his  land  of  which  he  had  not  previously  disposed. 
While  there  he  suddenly  changed  his  mind  and 
determined  to  bring  his  family  back  to  Ohio.  He 
wrote  them  to  come  back;  but  fortunately  his 
letter  never  reached  them.  During  that  winter 
Mrs.  Cheney  remained  alone  with  her  family, 
and  saw,  during  the  whole  time,  four  white 
people,  two  men  and  two  women.  This  was  from 


Jan.  1  until  April.  The  family  lived  in  a  cabin 
which  Mr.  Cheney  had  put  up  before  he  left,  and 
their  cattle  lived  on  the  twigs  of  trees,  prin- 
cipally Linn  brush;  but  the  milk  cows  received  a 
little  corn  in  addition.  The  stock  came  through 
this  winter  in  good  condition  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  animal.  The  family  ground  their  wheat  in 
a  coffee-mill  and  their  corn  at  a  horse-mill, 
twenty-five  miles  distant.  When  the  boys  made 
arrangements  to  go  to  the  mill,  they  calculated 
how  much  provision  would  be  necessary  to 
support  the  family  until  their  return,  and  they 
usually  started  in  time  to  prevent  the  supply 
from  tDeing  exhausted.  But  at  one  time  they  met 
with  delay  and  Mrs.  Cheney  had  to  bring  down 
her  coffee-mill  and  grind  wheat  to  support  the 
family  until  their  return.  She  first  ground  the 
wheat  with  the  coffee-mill  set  coarse,  and  then 
again  with  the  mill  set  fine.  The  flour  made  the 
best  of  bread. 


DELMAR  E.  TIPSORD 
Owner 


FARMER  CITY  READY  MIX 

Box  213 
FARMER  CITY,  ILLINOIS 
Business  Phone:  217-928-8051  —  Residence:  217-928-3432 

Congratulations  To  The 
City  of  Shade  &  Water 


Delmor,  Clarine,  Danny  &  Mark 


According  to  the  "History  ot  McLean  County, 
Illinois  1879  Edition",  a  list  of  the  men  and  their 
families  who  settled  here  in  the  first  ten  years 
and  the  dates  they  arrived  is  as  follows: 


Jonathan  Cheney 
Benjamin  Thomas 
Robert  Cunningham 
Robert  Means 
Ephraim  S.  Myers 
William  M.  Riggs 
Henry  Pitts 
Henry  Ball 
Ebenezer  Cheney 
Elijah  Britton 
George  Spore 
Ezekiel  Stansbury 
Abraham  Stansbury 
Edward  Stansbury 
Elias  Owen 
Ethan  Newcomb 
Isaac  Stansbury 


1825 

1826 

1829 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1835 


There  were  doubtless  many  others  but  these 
families  stand  out  in  the  history  of  Cheney's 
Grove  Township  as  being  the  true  founders  and 
builders  in  this  area. 

Probably  next  to  Jonathan  Cheney,  the  man 
who  did  the  most  to  "settle"  Cheney's  Grove  and 
make  life  more  comfortable  here  was  Robert 
Cunningham,  who  came  here  from  Clark  county, 
Ind.,  in  1829.  Again  it  was  the  inviting  Sangamon 
River  that  caused  him  to  take  up  a  homestead 
here. 

In  the  earlier  days  the  Sangamon  river  and  its 
tributaries  provided  water  power  for  several 
industries.  In  1833  Robert  Cunningham  built  the 
first  and  only  grist  mill  ever  built  on  the 
Sangamon  river  in  McLean  county.  In  1838,  he 
built  a  sawmill.  He  continued  to  run  these  mills 
for  over  15  years  until  a  Mr.  Blakeslee  built  the 
old  steam  mill.  Many  citizens  here  remember 
the  Rush  Wirt  tile  yard,  the  old  brick  yard  up 
near  the  "Otter  Slide",  that  in  late  years  was  run 
by  E.M.  Kerr,  along  the  banks  of  the  Sangamon. 

The  Sangamon  river  has  been  an  expensive 
treasure  to  this  township  with  its  numerous 
bridges  and  many  roads  to  repair  after  it  had 
been  on  a  rampage  in  the  spring  months. 

The  gravel  beds  are  unlimited  along  the 
Sangamon  and  not  only  has  sufficient  gravel 
been  pulled  to  gravel  every  road  in  Cheney's 
Grove  township  but  thousands  of  yards  have 
been  sold  to  other  townships. 

Not   only    did   the    Sangamon    furnish    water 
power  for  numerous  industries  in  the  early  days 
but  all  through  the  years  it  has  furnished  a  play 
ground  and  recreation  for  the  natives  for  miles 
around. 

There  are  many  tempting  shaded  spots  along 
the  banks  of  this  little  winding  stream  and  many 
of  them  are  within  walking  distance  of  the  people 
of  the  town.  Also  the  fishing  has  always  been 
very  good. 
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Owner 
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Earth  Movers 


Saybrook, 


The  prairie  grass  in  the  early  days  grew  very 
high,  and  its  roots  were  tough  and  fibrous.  It  was 
therefore  very  hard  for  the  settlers  to  break  this 
ground.  A  good  breaking  team  consisted  of  five 
or  six  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  plow  was  an  old 
fashioned  Barshear,  which  cut  a  furrow  twenty 
two  inches  in  width.  It  had  a  shear  of  cold 
hammered  steel  and  was  attached  to  a  wooden 
mouldboard.  The  settlers  were  so  far  from 
market,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  was  so 
great,  that  they  could  buy  but  few  articles  of 
every  day  use.  They  were  obliged  to  make  them 
or  do  without.  They  raised  their  own  wool  and 
flax  and  spun  and  wove  their  own  cloth. 

They  wore  homemade  jeans  and  linsey 
woolsey.  Their  shoes  were  of  their  own  make, 
and  sometimes  their  leather  was  of  their  own 
tanning.  They  raised  their  own  sheep.  The 
earliest  settlers  say  that  it  was  easy  to  raise 
sheep  at  first;  that  the  wolves  would  not  molest 
them.  But  the  wolves  soon  acquired  a  taste  for 
mutton,  and  became  the  most  vicious  and 
troublesome  enemies  with  which  the  settlers  had 
to  contend.  It  became  as  much  the  duty  of  set- 
tlers to  chase  wolves  as  to  plow,  sow  and  reap. 
They  caught  the  wolves  in  traps  and  in  pens, 
killed  them  with  clubs  while  chasing  them  on 
horseback,  made  ring  hunts  for  the  purpose  of 
exterminating  them,  poisoned  them,  offered 
bounties  for  their  scalps  and  made  warfare  on 


them  in  a  thousand  different  ways. 

The  family  raised  their  first  corn  on  the  south 
side  of  the  timber  without  any  fence,  while  the 
stock  were  kept  with  the  family  on  the  north  side. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  grove  some  Indians  were 
camped  with  a  hundred  head  of  horses,  and  they 
ran  and  capered  over  the  ground,  which  AAr. 
Cheney  had  plowed  and  planted.  He  ordered 
them  to  leave,  and  at  last  he  told  them  that  if 
they  did  not  make  themselves  scarce  by  a  cer- 
tain time,  he  would  bring  the  white  men  down  on 
them.  Then  he  pointed  a  fire-brand  at  their 
wigwams  in  a  significant  manner,  and  they  left 
in  haste. 

Jonathan  Cheney  died  Mar.  21,  1862.  As  the 
first  settler  of  the  area,  Cheney's  Grove  took  its 
name  from  him.  He  and  other  members  of  his 
family  are  buried  in  the  township  cemetery,  the 
land  which  he  gave  to  the  Riverside  for  that 
purpose.  His  daughter,  Katureh  was  also  buried 
there. 

At  this  time  it  might  be  appropriate  to  mention 
that  the  Indian  tribes  who  inhabited  this  area 
were  first  the  Illinois,  until  their  extermination 
at  Starved  Rock,  the  Kickapoo,  Delaware,  and 
Pottawatomie  tribes.  They  ranged  from  the 
Wabash  River  to  the  Mississippi  and  from  the 
Ohio  to  Lake  Superior. 

Their  headquarters  called  Kickapoo  Town, 
was  located  near  Old  Town. 
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"Installing  Orlginil  Eiiulpment  Glui" 


Dr.  Ballard  came  here  from  Bloomington,  III., 
in  1857  and  soon  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  which  he  held  until  he  retired  in  about 
1880.  Dr.  Ballard  was  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  town  and  of  the  Grove  for  years,  and  at 
times  held  a  number  of  important  offices.  He 
was  collector,  town  clerk,  supervisor  and 
president  of  the  town  council,  which  offices  he 
held  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency. 

In  1857  or  1858  Rev.  H.  Stoddard  came  to  the 
Grove  with  his  family  and  bought  property.  His 
daughter  Miss  Lida,  said  that  the  town  then 
consisted  of  a  total  population  of  21  which  would 
pretty  well  verify  our  previous  statement. 

In  about  1856,  Ashley  D.  Horr  and  P.  H.  Hiett 
built  the  one  story  frame  store  building,  then 
called  the  "Long  Building"  and  afterwards  as 
the  "Twin  Sisters,"  on  the  north  end  of  the  lots 
known  as  lots  5  and  6  of  block  3,  and  for  some 
time  had  a  store  therein.  In  about  1857  they  sold 
out  to  Nute  Bishop  who  conducted  the  store  until 
he  sold  to  Gallegher  and  another  man,  in  about 
1859.  Nufe  Bishop  was  the  first  captain  of  Co.  F., 


in  the  Union  army  and  went  to  the  war  with  that 
organization. 

In  August,  1862,  Co.  F.,  116  III.  Vol.  Inf.  was 
recruited  here  and  soon  after  left  for  the  front. 
This  was  the  only  company  organized  and  en- 
tirely raised  at  the  grove  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  regiment  left  Decatur,  III.  with  840  men  for 
duty  Nov.  8,  1862.  It  was  placed  in  active  service 
and  on  its  return  to  Young's  Point  Jan.  20th,  1863, 
it  mustered  less  than  100  men  for  duty.  The 
Grove  had  also  a  "Home  Guard"  to  guard 
against  any  attack  by  the  "copper  heads",  those 
treasonable  sympathizers  with  the  south,  located 
in  different  parts  of  this  state,  and  who  were 
generally  members  of  that  organization  the 
"Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle"  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  arming  and  preparing  to  strike  as 
soon  as  the  rebel  army  would  get  near  enough  to 
support  them.  There  were  two  of  these  rebel 
communities  near  the  grove,  vis.,  at  "Sodom" 
and  "Hell's  Neck".  During  the  cold  winter  of 
1862-63  there  were  sixty-two  war  widows  who 
were  moved  into  town  in  order  to  properly  look 
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after  them  and  see  that  they  did  not  starve  or 
freeze. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  town  had  quite  a 
boom  and  this  continued  until  after  the  building 
of  the  railroad.  In  1864  an  Academy  was  founded 
here,  with  Dr.  J.  L.  Ballard,  J.  D.  Lewis  and  John 
Lowery  as  the  first  board  of  trustees. 

In  the  "forties",  Ben  Lucas  of  Bloomington, 
and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Everly  brought  to  the 
grove  the  first  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and 
conducted  a  store  in  the  west  room  of  the  old  log 
house.  This  store  was  so  small  and  changed 
owners  so  often  that  it  would  hardly  be  con- 
sidered a  store.  J.  B.  Beckwith  is,  however, 
entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  the  first  general 
store,  which  he  opened  in  1852  in  a  small  one 
story  frame  which  he  built  himself  and  which  he 
called  the  "Crystal  Palace"  after  the  Crystal 
Palace  in  New  York  City  where  he  bought  his 
goods.  Harvey  Taylor's  store  followed  shortly 
after,  being  the  Richards  &  Zimmerman  stock 
moved  to  the  town.  Geo.  Halford  had  a  small 
store  also  about  this  time,  but  as  one  old  settler 
says,  it  was  not  entitled  to  be  called  a  store  as  it 
was  more  a  beer  joint  and  confectionery,  than  a 
store. 

The  town  kept  growing  and  in  1857  consisted  of 
a  grave  yard,  a  saw  mill,  a  school  house,  a 
blacksmith  shop,  one  store,  carpenter  shop,  the 
post  office,  doctors  office,  and  eight  dwelling, 
with  a  total  population  of  21. 

While  the  town  was  initially  named  Saybrook, 
it  was  more  generally  known  and  called  "Tuffy" 
and  went  by  this  name  for  years.  It  is  said  that 
Eph  Myers  gave  the  town  this  nickname,  and  it 
must  have  been  recognized  as  appropriate,  as  it 
stuck.  The  old  hack  which  used  to  carry  the  mail 
between  the  Grove  and  Bloomington,  on  this  was 
displayed  the  name  "Tuffy"  and  this  was  as  late 
as  1867. 

Notwithstanding,  Polk  called  the  town  which 
he  had  laid  out  Saybrook.  The  post  office  con- 
tinued to  be  known  as  Cheney's  Grove  for  some 
time  thereafter,  and  its  name  was  not  changed 
until  Bill  Beckwith  became  the  post  master.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  Beckwiths  gave  the  name, 
Saybrook,  to  the  new  town.  They  were  Con- 
necticut people,  and  came  here  from  Old 
Saybrook,  in  Connecticut,  and  were  therefore 
partial  to  the  name  of  their  old  home.  It  is  the 
only  town  in  the  United  States  by  this  name. 


MARBEN'S 


FAMOUS  FOR  BIG    &  I  ALL 

Suits  to  size  60  Stout.  Sportcoats  34  to  60. 
Pants  to  size  68  -  Shirts  to  size  22; 
Sweaters,  Knits,  Robes,  Pajamas,  Belts, 
Socks,  Shoes,  etc. 


'We  Fit  Them  All" 
THESMAII...THE  REGULAR...THE  BIG..THE  TALI 

MARBEN'S 

Route  9  &  Towanda  Ave. 

Just  East  of  McLean  County  Bank 
On  Marben  Drive 

IN  STOCK  FORM.AL  RENTAL 
A  SPECIALTY 


CENTRAL  SOYA 


'THE  FOODPOWER  PEOPLE" 
GIBSON  CITY 


BANKS  IN  TWO  LOCATIONS 

HI  !  ^  We  Incite  Your  Account 


§  (JImericenSiHIIBiIM 


Downtuvvn  uii  the  square  and 
413  E,  Washington    St. 


i^.  i^zcS  Snc. 


I09     N       MAIN     ST 


SPORTING    GOODS 

BLOOMINGTON.     ILLINOIS    61701 
PHONE        828-5261 

Eastland  Mall 


UIBRICHSkraFT 

Clothiers.  Hatters.  Furnishers 

^SonLtlu  Srand  (ILoIIUi 

111    N     MAIN   STREET 

BLOOMINQTON.    ILLINOIS 


The  Bank  erf  Illinois 


1865-1876 


The  same  year  the  M.  E.  church  and  the 
academy  joined  together  and  began  the  erection 
of  a  building  for  their  joint  use  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  "Park".  This  building  was  com- 
pleted in  1865.  The  trustees  of  the  academy 
opened  up  in  the  first  story  a  school  with  a  Mr. 
Barwick  as  principal.  The  church  part  was 
dedicated  the  same  fall,  Elder  R.  E.  Buthrie 
following  Bradshaw,  the  first  pastor  in  the  new 
church. 

It  is  necessary  to  mention  the  small  pox  at 
Saybrook,  if  any  satisfactory  history  of  the  town 
be  written.  In  1865  the  smallpox  raged  here  and 
several  persons  died.  There  was  then  no 
quarantine  nor  was  any  necessary.  The  people 
were  so  thoroughly  scared  that  they  did  not  need 
a  yellow  flag  to  remind  them  to  keep  away. 

In  1865  Haines  Cheney  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  from  the  grove,  and  during  the  1867 
session  of  the  legislature,  he  procured  the 
passage  of  a  special  act  incorporating  the  "Town 
of  Saybrook".  By  this  act  the  government  was 
made  to  invest  in  a  president  and  councilmen  to 
be  elected  annually.  The  first  president  and 
board  of  councilmen  elected  under  this  charter 
was  Dr.  J.  L.  Bal  lard,  president,  and  L.  B.  Grant, 
C.  W.  Atkinson,  Hamilton  Walford,  J.  L.  Lowery 
and  W.  K.  Stansbury  councilmen. 

The  Masonic  lodge  was  instituted  here  in  the 
year   1866. 

In  1866  the  railroad  was  first  surveyed  through 
the  town.  Nothing  came  of  this  survey  except  to 
excite  our  people,  and  in  order  to  get  the  railroad 
to  come  here  the  town  council  adopted  the 
scheme  of  making  it  look  as  large  on  paper  as 
possible. 

They  therefore  employed  the  county  surveyor 
and  the  "Town  Council  survey  of  Saybrook"  to 
be  made  in  1867,  so  the  platted  part  of  the  town 
would  look  big  to  the  railroad  promoters. 
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Comolimentsof 

NICK'S 

BARBER   SHOP 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


Phillip  W.  Moss 


NSURANCE 


LeRoy,  III.     Ph.  962-9274 


DR.  CARL  FERRELL 


Veterinarian 
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Ph.  475-2531 
Ph.  723-3711 


Nord  Insurance  Agency.  Inc 


202  W.  Lincoln  512  > 

Sav brook.  IIL 


Auto  Commercial 

Home  Oicners  Life 

Farm  Ovcnern  M^ -^'il  Protection 

Fire  Crop  Hail 


DARREL  SIAAPSEN 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTOR 


Saybrook,  Illinois  61770 


The  AAondell  block  was  built  the  next  year  by 
Tom  Warran  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
McKinsie.  This  was  a  large  two  story  frame.  The 
east  part  was  to  be  a  store  for  Warran,  and  the 
west  part  was  intended  for  a  hotel.  AAcKinsie 
started  therein  a  hotel  which  he  named  the 
"Mondell  House".  The  same  year  the  two  and 
three  story  brick,  on  Lincoln  street,  where  the 
AAasonic  Block  and  Racket  store  and  the  Colby 
block,  were  all  erected  and  occupied.  The  Colby 
brick  was  put  up  by  Colby  and  Kindell  and  had 
three  store  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a 
public  hall  up-stairs,  the  first  public  hall  in  town. 
In  1872  William  Peabody  erected  a  flour  mill. 
This  mill  was  a  four  story  mill  and  had  a  very  tall 
brick  smoke  stack.  Thomas  Poul son  also  erected 
a  hotel  called  the  "Sherman  House"  and  for  a 
time  the  town  had  three  hotels. 

John  S.  Harper  of  LeRoy  brought  to  Saybrook, 
the  first  printing  press  and  published  the  first 


newspaper,  the  "Saybrook  News".  He  came  here 
about  the  time  of  the  grading  of  the  railroad  and 
stayed  for  two  years.  After  Harper  left  T.  J. 
Horsley  set  up  and  published  the  "Herald"  which 
was  finally  named  the  "Anti-Monopoly",  and 
again  back  to  the  name  of  the  "Herald".  The 
paper  was  finally  sold  to  Rev.  AA.  H.  Tipton  and 
then  to  Geo.  AA.  Adams  who  published  the  paper 
under  the  name  of  the  "Saybrook  Gazette". 

Webster  &  Udell  next  acquired  the  paper  and 
finally  AAace  Bros,  acquired  the  entire  interest 
and  published  the  paper  under  the  name  of  the 
"Independent.  The  paper  was  sold  to  the  Woolley 
Bros.,  who  have  successfully  published  under  the 
name  of  the  "Saybrook  Gazette"  for  many 
years.  An  account  of  the  various  newspaper 
ventures  would  not  be  complete  without  mention 
of  the  "Satellite".  It  was  published  for  one  issue 
and  caused  such  a  stormy  reception  that  it  was 
discontinued  with  this  one  issue. 


ALL  Types 
AUTOMATIC  TRANSMISSIONS 


Business  Phone 

967-6700 


HYDRAMATIC 

BLOOMINOTON,  ILIINOIS 
326   S.   Main   St.  •  Phon*   967-6700 


GERALD  SHOEMAKER 
MANAGER 


RES.    150-727-3725 
AFTER  HOURS  628-6668 


Twin  City  Hvdramatic 

Downtown  Auto  Sales 

&  Parts.  Paint  &  Body  Shop 


To  Our  Friends  In 
Saybrook 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Simpsen 

(layle  and  Cindy 
GIBSON  CITY,   ILLINOIS 


Saybrook,  Illinois, 

Aug.  30-31,  Sept  1  and  2,1910 


nUGUST  .10 

BELLFLX>WER 

AKKOWSMITII 
DCRHY  Vk  ANCHOR 

AUGUST  31 

P  A  X  TON 

COOKSMLLE 
FLETCHER 

SAYBROOK 


Winners  competing  on 
Thursdny  ftnd  Friday. 
Two  GAni«»  E«ch  Dny. 


SEPT.2,BIGDAY|Sfi 
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Anderson  Shoe  Store 


FRIENDLY 

FAMILY   SHOE 

SERVICE 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


Since  1891 


CORN    BELT    BANK 

£A5T  AND  JEfFERSON  STREETS 

BLDOMINGTON.   ILLINOIS 
617ni 


Color  Television  Cassette  Players 

B/W  Television  Console  Stereo 

Radio  Modular  Stereo 

SALES  ~  SERVICE 


Showroom  Warehouse 


Ruble  Roger 

SIMMONS  APPLIANCES 

1956  -  1975 

19  Years  Serving  Saybrook  -  Surrounding  Communities 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

**Good  Service  is  our  Goal" 

475-3131 


Freezers 

Refrigerators 

Rantes 

Air  Conditioners 


Compactors 
Disposals 
Washer  -  Dryers 
Dishwastiers 


Firstline  Retailers  of  America's  #1  Major  Appliance  Value! 


G.E.  Customer  Care  -  Service  Anywhere 


In  1872  Sargent  Bates,  made  his  celebrated 
journey  to  England.  After  the  Civil  War  he  had 
made  numerous  journeys  between  the  North  and 
South  carrying  the  flag  and  making  speeches  to 
prove  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  even 
though  they  had  been  through  a  very  tough  war 
they  were  still  united  under  one  flag.  His  journey 
to  England  was  made  to  prove  to  the  people 
again  that  their  flag  was  respected  as  well  in 
foreign  countries.  Also  to  win  a  SI, 000  bet,  he 
made  many  speeches  and  on  his  return  in  1873  he 
was  tendered  a  reception  in  Colby  Hall  and 
banquet  at  the  Union  House. 


JAVBROOK   ST*B    MILLS,   S»t«i 


In  1874  the  boiler  in  the  Peabody  mill  exploded 
with  a  loud  report  which  aroused  the  town  and  on 
investigation  it  was  found  that  the  engineer, 
Jack  Hatburn  had  been  scalded  to  death,  and 
that  a  few  other  persons  had  narrow  escapes  for 
their  lives.  The  brick  mill  was  damaged,  the 
brick  one  story  engine  room  was  entirely 
destroyed,  and  a  section  of  the  shingle  roof  of  the 
engine  house  had  been,  by  the  force  of  the 
explosion,  securely  deposited  upon  top  of  the 
smoke  stack. 


mmm 

Say  brook.  Illinois, 

Aug.  30-31,  Septi  and  2,1910 
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ARKOIf  SMITH 
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About  1869  Dr.  J.  AA.  Crigler  introduced  here 
the  national  game  of  baseball,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  first  club.  Since  that  time  the 
town  has  been  noted  for  its  excellent  base  ball 
clubs  having  some  of  the  best  talent  assemble  in 


Over  90  Years 
for  MEN  and    BOYS 


II.'.  \.  Main  St..  Bloomiiigton.  III.,  I  Karth).  l'.S..\. 


Compliments  of 

Monical  Apts. 

Jim  and  Leah  Haines  Monical 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


A  AA  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  AA-( 
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<^     UQlR        authentic  INDIAN  JEWELRY 
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^         ,]^  CHUCK  SNELUNO 
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Colfax  Block  Co. 

Specializing 
Ceptic  Tanks  &  Service 

Colfax,  Illinois 


the  entire  country,  several  of  whom  had  offers 
to  play  for  the  professionals. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  to  find  coal  at  Saybrook  by  boring,  but  all 
appeared  to  be  failures  until  undertaken  by  AAr. 
Harry  Cheney.  The  first  attempt  was  made  by 
Henry  M.  Riggs,  somewhere  about  the  year  1868, 
who  bored  several  holes  but  never  succeeded  in 
getting  down  any  great  depth.  Several  other 
attempts  were  made  through  the  years  but  not 
until  1890,  when  Mr.  Cheney  took  hold  of  the 
matter  did  anything  look  promising.  He  com- 
menced boring  for  coal  at  the  top  of  the  hill  west 
of  town.  (Known  as  Chapin's  Hill)  This  hole  was 
put  down  to  a  good  depth  but  no  report  was  made 
as  to  the  find.  However,  it  was  understood  that 
coal  was  found  there.  The  boring  machinery  was 
then  moved  down  the  hill  to  a  point  near  the 
creek  and  boring  began  again.  This  time  success 
followed  the  effort  and  a  good  vein  of  coal  was 
found.  Immediately  after  the  find  the  news 
spread,  the  bells  began  to  ring  and  the  anvils  to 
crack,  and  although  after  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  aroused  and  the 
balance  of  the  night  was  given  over  to  a  wild  and 
noisy  celebration  of  the  event.  Shortly  after  the 
finding  of  coal,  a  company  was  organized  with 
AAr.  Harry  Cheney  as  president  and  A.  G.  Lewis, 
as  vice  president,  to  sink  a  shaft  and  mine  the 
coal. 

The  shaft  was  started  along  near  the  railroad, 
a  few  feet  south  of  the  light  plant,  but  so  much 
water  was  encountered  that  the  shaft  was  finally 
abandoned  after  the  company  had  paid  out 
several  thousand  dollars  in  the  attempt. 

Saybrook,  being  on  the  Sangamon  river  has 
seen  several  times  of  high  waters,  but  the 
memorable  flood  of  July  8,  1885,  will  always 
stand  out  in  memory  as  the  time  of  the  flood.  It 
was  an  exceptional  flood,  and  came  up  so  very 
rapidly  ttiat  there  must  have  been  something  like 
a  cloud  burst.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that 
William  Rowe  and  S.  C.  Sohn,  while  down  at  the 
slaughter  house,  looking  after  their   livestock. 
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come  say  hello 
the  coffee's  on  us. 

Whether  you're  meeting  us  for  the  first  time.  Or  the 
hundredth.  We're  always  happy  to  see  you. 


Jeff  Procknow 

Owner 

1310  E.Empire 

RIoomington,  III. 

OPEN  24  HOURS 
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Salai  and  Service 
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AND 
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SAYBROOK,  ILLINOIS  61770 

Phone    (309)  475-2771 


ARMSTRONG  VINYL  FLOORS 


Congratulations 

to  the  community 

of 

Saybrook 

for  contributing 

150  years  in  the 

development  of  the 

greatest  nation  in 

the  world. 

We  are  very  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  a  community  that 
has  contributed  so  much. 


Don  and  Margaret  Gibbens 


The  symbol  of  total  banking  service  in 
McLean  County 


THE  NATIONAL 
BANK  OF 
BLOOMINGTON 

Main  at  Washington 

Washington  at  Gridley 

Member  F.O.I.C. 


were  caught  by  the  oncoming  flood  and  had  to 
take  to  a  tree  to  save  their  lives.  They  were 
finally  rescued  by  boat  and  on  the  boats  return 
made  its  landing  close  up  to  the  railroad,  a  few 
feet  west  of  the  water  tank.  This  shows  how  high 
the  water  was  on  that  occasion. 

Another  event  of  the  "eighties"  was  the  in- 
stitution of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  here. 
Mr.  Fred  Taylor  was  the  tinner  here  and  during 
the  summer  of  1885  conceived  the  idea  of 
working  up  a  lodge  of  that  order.  An  application 
for  a  charter  was  signed  up  by  the  requisite 
number  of  applicants,  and  same  having  been 
granted  in  July  of  that  year  a  lodge  of  the  order. 


Saybrook 
Mobil  Wash 

Phone  475-6354  —  Saybrook,  Illinois 
MARLAND  RIBLET,  OWNER 

On  The  Spot  Washing  — 

Trucks  —  Farm  Machinery 

Houses  —  Mobil  Homes  — 
Trailers 


Schockey's 
Department  Store 

106  North  Sangamon 

Gibson  City,  III.  60936 
Telephone  784-4721 


Congratulations, 

Saybrook, 
on  your 
150th 
Anniversary! 


from  a  youngster  of  63 


1825  was  quite  a  year  ...  John  Quincy  Adams  became  America's  sixth 
president;  the  "Codorus",  tirst  iron  steamboat  built  in  this  country,  was 
launched  in  Pennsylvania;  the  Erie  Canal  was  opened;  Edward  Coles 
was  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant  celebrated  his  third  bir- 
thday. 

1919  was  a  good  year,  too.  That's  when  seven-year-old  CIPS  began  ser- 
ving Saybrook,  which  already  was  a  dignified  ninety-tour.  That  was  the 
year  the  18th  Amendment  became  law.  The  Treaty  of  Versailles  was 
signed;  Jack  Dempsy  KO'd  Jess  Willard  in  three  rounds;  and  Woodrow 
Wilson  was  in  his  second  term  as  President. 

The  average  use  of  electricity  in  Saybrook  homes  in  1919  was  202 
kilowatthours  for  the  year,  at  the  cost  of  9.94c  per  kilowatthour.  Today, 
the  average  annual  use  is  34  times  as  much  while  the  cost  per  kilowat- 
thour is  about  one-third  the  price  paid  by  Saybrook  customers  in  1919. 

We  are  proud  to  be  the  one  who  brings  you  a  service  so  important  to  your 
way  of  life,  and  we  want  to  continue  to  help  you  use  your  energy  service 
for  all  its  worth. 

Happy  Sesquicentennial ! 


MB 


CENXRAL    ILLJNOIS    PUBLIC    SERVICE    COIVIRANY 
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known  as   Hope   Lodge,    No.   140,  was  duly   in- 
stituted in  the  I.O.O.F.  hall. 

The  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  known  as  Saybrook 
Lodge  No.  460  was  instituted  here  in  1871. 

One  day  in  the  tall  of  1885  the  town  was  startled 
by  the  news  that  Dr.  Barton  had  been  shot  down 
on  the  streets  of  Saybrook  by  another  doctor. 
This  shooting  took  place  in  front  of  the  drug 
store.  There  appears  to  have  been  some  trouble 
between  the  two  men  growing  out  of  their 
practice,  and  on  that  morning  Dr.  Harris  was 
sitting  inside  the  door  of  the  store,  and  overheard 
Dr.  Barton  and  a  blind  man  by  the  name  of 
Rayburn  talking,  and  in  that  Dr.  Barton,  so  was 
claimed,  used  the  words  "that  Dr.  Harris  was 
not  a  success  at  Foosland  before  he  came  here." 

This  remark  brought  Dr.  Harris  out  and  in  the 
altercations  which  ensued.  Dr.  Harris  shot  Dr. 
Barton  and  he  died  in  a  few  minutes, Harris  was 
immediately  arrested,  taken  to  Bloomington  and 
after  a  trial  was  sent  to  the  state's  prison  for  five 
years. 

The  first  McLean  County  Fair  was  started  in 
Cheney's  Grove  in  1886.  It  was  replete  with  horse 
racing,  livestock  show,  horse  shoe  pitching 
contests,  baseball  games,  etc.  It  flourished  for  a 
period  of  22  years  and  enjoyed  huge  success  until 
around  1908  when  it  was  disbanded  because  of 
the  failure  to  be  self  supporting.  It  closed  with  an 
indebtness  of  $2509  but  this  was  soon  settled  by 
the  people  in  the  surrounding  area. 

These  were  "hard  times"  for  the  people  of 
Cheney's  Grove  as  reflected  in  the— "Saybrook 
AAarkets  Quotation  paid  by  our  Merchants" 

Aug.  19,  1899-Corrected  at  noon  today. 
Cabbage,  per  Doz .  25c  to  40c 

New  Potatoes  40c 

Roasting  ears  /  dz.  8c 

Butter  15c 

Eggs  7c 

Lard  6c 

Plums  /  bu.  100 

Apples  /  bu.  25c 

Corn  /  bu.  28c 

Oats,  new  19 'Ac 

Cattle,  butcher  stock  $3.25  &  $3.50 

Hogs,  butcher  stock  $4.00 

In  June  1900  the  population  of  Cheney's  Grove 
reached  1200  people.  Wm.  Rowe  was  president 
of  the  village  board.  The  town  now  has  2  dry 
goods  stores,  6  grocery  stores,  one  exclusive  boot 
and  shoe  store,  2  jewelers,  1  livery  stable,  1  feed 
store,  2  coal  dealers,  1  lumber  yard,  2 
restaurants,  2  hotels,  2  dentists,  2  butcher  shops, 

1  feed  mill,  1  photo  gallery,  1  furniture  store,  2 
harness  shops,  1  undertaker,  2  hardware  stores, 

2  barber  shops,  5  physicians,  3  blacksmith  shops, 
4  real  estate  firms,  3  lawyers,  and  an  envelope 
company  and  3  firms  which  deal  in  stock. 

Real  estate  has  fc)een  proving  a  good  in- 
vestment. Dr.  John  M.  Crigler  bought  a  farm  23 
years  ago  for  $25  per  acre,  and  has  just  sold  the 
same  for  $90  per  acre.  Besides  receiving  a  fair 
percent  on  the  investment  it  has  increased  in 


M.  CAPODICE  &  SONS,  INC. 

Wholesale  Distributor  of  Fresh  Fruits  &  Vegetables 
Institutional  Food  Service 

317  S.  Madison  St. 
Bloomington,  Illinois  61701 


Congratulations 
Saybrook  &  Cheney's  Grove! 

Janet  Hayslip  Dance  Studio 

Normal,  Illinois 

Janet  Streenz,  Owner 
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MAX  FRIEBURG 

Tax  Consultant 

SAYBROOK,  ILLINOIS 
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LENA'S 
BEAUTY  SHOP 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


Lonney  Real  Estate 
&  Sons 

301  East  Jefferson  Street 
Phone  :!0ft-82il-:!770  Bloomington.  III. 


PAKTV   RKSERVATIONS 


PHONE  828-7521 


Over  25  Years  Serving 
U.  S.  CHOICE  STEAKS  —  SPAGHETTI  ■-  PIZZA 

BALDINI  BROS. 

LUCCA  GRILL 

1  16   E.   Market  Street 
BLOOMINGTON,   ILLINOIS 


C.  F.  (Tot)  BALDINI 


JOHN  BALDINI 


MILES  MOTORS 

9iri  Morrjssey  Drive 
BL00MIN(;T().\.   ILLINOIS 

QUALITY    USED   CARS 

Phone  829-4224 


value  $65  per  acre  in  the  23  years. 

Fire  has  always  been  a  big  hazard  in  the  town 
as  most  ot  the  early  buildings  were  wood  frame 
structures,  in  Sept.  1900  a  big  fire  destroyed  the 
large  livery  barn  belonging  to  J.  E.  Scott.  Two 
horses  perished  in  the  blaze  which  threatened 
the  buggy  shop  and  Wm.  Rowe's  ice  house.  All 
plate  glass  windows  on  Center  street  were 
broken  and  the  business  district  was  saved  only 
through  the  efforts  of  the  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ment. 

June  17,  1903-Dr.  J.AA.  Anderson  purchased  an 
Oldsmobile  car.  This  is  the  first  horseless 
carriage  owned  in  Saybrook. 

Another  fire-Aug.  17,  1904,  the  Amphitheater 
at  the  Fair  Grounds  burned  about  5:45  a.m. 
Already  a  crew  is  at  work  to  rebuild  it  as  the  fair 
opens  the  following  Tuesday. 

Aug.  28,  1904-Dr.  S.L.  Chapin,  one  of 
Saybrooks  most  prominent  citizens  and 
physician  was  shot  down  this  morning  without  a 
minutes  warning,  by  Geo.  F.  Wilkinson.  There 
was  no  apparent  motive  for  this  killing  and 
people  are  non-pulsed  at  the  atrocity  of  the 
crime. 

Sept.  28,  1904-Saylor  Bros,  turned  on  the 
electricity  in  this  city  last  night  for  the  first  time, 
making  Saybrook  one  of  the  best  lighted  towns  in 
the  vicinity. 

Things  prospered  in  the  Grove  the  next  few 
years  and  at  one  time  in  Dec.  1909,  54  wagons 
filled  with  shelled  corn  stood  in  Lincoln  street 
waiting  their  turn  to  unload  at  the  Farmers 
Elevator.  The  congestion  was  the  results  of 
attempting  to  take  the  grain  from  5  shellers, 
which  was  in  excess  of  the  elevators  capacity. 
133  loads  were  cared  for  that  day  which  probably 
is  a  record  for  the  Saybrook  elevator. 


Jan.  12, 1909" Due  to  the  lack  of  coal  the  village 
has  been  in  "a  blackout  for  the  past  week. 
However,  a  car  load  of  coal  arrived  today  so  the 
lights  can  go  on  again. 

Jan.  15,  1909--Mrs.  Katurah  AAcAAackin,  one  of 
AAcLean  county's  first  settlers,  died  in  the  home 
of  her  son,  H.K.  AAcAAackin,  northwest  of  town. 
AArs.  AAcAAackin  was  born  near  Concord,  Lewis 
county,  Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1821,  being  at  the  time  of 
her  death  aged  88  years,  10  months  and  22  days. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
AAeans.  In  the  autumn  of  1829,  when  she  was 
eight  years  old,  the  family  moved  by  wagon  to 
Illinois.  She  located  on  a  a  farm  later  occupied 
by  AArs.  AAargaret  Van  Scoyoc  and  family.  They 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  part  of  Illinois, 
there  being  only  three  white  families  in  Cheney's 
Grove  township  at  the  time. 

Dec.  31,  1909--lt  was  shortly  before  midnight 
that  Wm.  Proffit,  just  before  entering  the 
residence  after  attending  AAasonic  installation, 
noticed  flames  issuing  from  the  rear  room  of  the 
Sartan  meat  market.  He  immediately  gave  the 
alarm  and  in  what  seemed  an  incredibly  short 
time  two  or  three  hundred  volunteer  tire  fighters 
were  on  hand,  who  worked  heroically  and  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  all  the  surrounding  property 
except  the  three  framed  business  buildings.  Our 
little  fire  engine  was  unable  to  lend  any  aid  for 
the  usual  reason  that  there  was  no  water  suf- 
ficiently near  the  surface  to  work  with.  Buckets 
and  snow  shovels  were  therefore  brought  into 
play  with  the  splendid  results.  The  doomed 
structures  were  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  C.B. 
Riggs  dry  goods  store  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Saybrook  Bank,  and  the  greatest  energy  was 
expanded  to  save  these.  However,  the  post  office, 
which  faces  Center  Street  and  the  E.H.  Shores 
barn  in  the  rear,  were  in  considerable  danger  for 
a  time  and  required  some  of  the  attention.  The 
businesses  burned  out  were  the  Sartan  meat 
market,  Geo.  AA.  Rodman  tailor  shop,  Chas. 
Galloway  barbershop,  and  James  Ingles  bar- 
bershop. 


Fillenworth's 
Custom  Seed  Cleaning 
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C.L.  SHANER     •     "BOB"  HILL 
GIBSON  CITY,  ILLINOIS     •     PHONE  784-4731 

Sales  &  Service  -  New  &  Used  Farm  Equipment 


WHITE  MOTOR 
CORPORATION 


AUJf-CMALMIKS 


Chautauquas  were  also  an  intrical  part  of  this 
area.  For  many  years  they  enjoyed  huge  suc- 
cess, having  the  best  acts  and  speakers  available 
on  the  Lincoln  circuit.  As  an  advertisement  read 
in  the  paper: --"The  time  tor  the  opening  of  the 
Chautauqua  Assembly  has  been  set,  from  July  4 
through  July  9.  All  the  talent  has  been  secured 
and  the  attractions  include  many  of  the  big 
"Stars  of  the  Lyceum  Platform",  who  are 
constantly  in  demand  al  I  over  the  country  for  the 
largest  lecture  courses  and  Chautauqua 
assemblies. 

R.  Foster  Stone,  the  "Passion  Play"  man  will 


McGRATH,     INC. 

128  WEST   8TH  STREET 
GIBSON  CITY,   ILLINOIS  60936 

PHONE:   217   -  784-4281 

INTERNATIONAL  TRUCKS     •     SERVICE 
FARMALL  TRACTORS     •     FARM   IMPLEMENTS 


always  find  a  welcome  audience.  The  people  will 
also  be  charmed  with  the  Lilliputian  Sisters, 
Sarah  and  Lucy  Adams,  the  same  day.  These 
ladies  are  only  46  and  49  inches  high  and  present 
a  novel  entertainment.  They  formerly  traveled 
with  Mrs.  Tom  Thumb. 

Dr.  Clarence  True  Wilson  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
one  of  Americas  truly  great  speakers--a 
brilliant,  brainy,  and  powerful  orator  will 
speak." 

Another  fire,  July  19n--Farmers  Elevator 
burned  when  a  box  car  of  siding  caught  fire.  Mr. 
Andrew  Herdeen  gave  the  alarm  but  firemen 
could  not  save  the  building.  The  elevator  con- 
tained 3000  bushel  of  oats  that  were  lost.  The 
directors  decided  to  rebuild  immediately. 

In  February  1914,  the  worst  storm  that  has 
struck  this  locality  in  14  years,  enveloped, 
everything  in  its  grasp.  It  began  along  about 
Sunday  noon  and  continued  uninterruptedly 
during  the  rest  of  the  day  and  night.  Monday 
morning  the  ground  was  covered  with  more 
snow,  in  some  places  it  being  piled  in  drifts  5  and 
6  feet  high.  Railroad  service  was  tied  up  from 
Sunday  night  until  Tuesday  noon.  Seventy-five 
passengers  were  marooned  on  a  train  between 
Saybrook  and  Bloomington  with  no  food  and  very 
little  heat.  However,  when  the  train  was  finally 
shoveled  out  everyone  seemed  in  good  spirits 
although  very  hungry. 


Compliments  of 

KELLY 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

Saybrook/  Illinois 
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Dec.  1915,  Dr.  Scott,  postmaster,  began  erecting 
a  new  post  office  with  promise  that  it  would  be 
occupied  by  next  July. 

January  191 5  was  the  wettest  in  23  years.  Total 
precept,  6.9  inches,  18  cloudy  days,  12  days  clear 
sky,  13  days  of  rain  fall.  Highest  temperature 
was  60  degrees  on  the  27th  and  lowest  14  degrees 
below  zero  on  13th  and  14th,  25  days  were  below 
freezing. 

1917  saw  the  First  World  War.  The  first  act  in 
getting  recruits  for  the  war  was  started.  136  men 
between  the  ages  of  21  and  31  were  drafted  from 
Cheney's  Grove  Township.  Cecil  Hudson  was  the 
first  man  drafted  from  this  township. 

Fire  again  occurred  in  Saybrook  in  May  1918, 
when  the  J.E  Wyckoff  garage  burned.  The 
garage  was  filled  with  fifteen  new  cars  and  a 
number  of  old  ones,  and  so  rapidly  did  the  fire 
spread  that  it  was  impossible  to  save  the  cars. 
The  loss  was  estimated  between  $30,000  and 
$40,000.  The  State  Bank  was  saved  only  through 
the  heroic  efforts  of  the  fire  department. 

The  energy  shortage  struck  this  area  in 
January  when  the  coal  situation  assumed  serious 
proportions.  The  scarcity  being  greater  than  at 
any  time  during  the  winter.  It  has  now  been  2 
weeks  since  a  single  car  load  of  coal  has  been 
received  and  about  half  of  the  inhabitants  are 
practically  out  of  fuel.  If  conditions  are  not 
changed  very  soon  there  will  be  actual  suffering. 
Every  day  will  be  a  heatless  day  unless  relief  is 
given. 

David  Humphrey  Daniels  was  the  1st  Saybrook 
Soldier  to  meet  death  in  the  war.  Today  the 
modern  American  Legion  Post  is  named  in  his 
honor. 

Maple  sugar  &  syrup  making  was  also  quite  an 
industry  in  the  township  and  enjoyed  rather 
marked  success  during  the  twenties.  The  grove 
was  well  supplied  with  maples  and  during  the 
spring  many  were  employed  in  this  occupation 
under  the  guidance  of  Hilary  Means  who  tapped 
many  trees  in  what  was  known  as  Byer's  timber. 
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Joe&  Joan  Streenz 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


In  1923,  T.  O.  Johnson  &  W.  O.  Butler,  while 
operating  a  Ford  Motor  agency  in  the  Village  ot 
Saybrook,  also  dealt  in  livestock.  They  would 
journey  to  Kentucky  and  purchase  a  car  load  of 
Jersey  cows  and  ship  them  back  to  Saybrook  and 
resell  them  to  the  farmers.  While  in  Kentucky 
they  ran  into  what  was  called  "Court  Day" 
which  took  place  every  Saturday  when  the 
farmers  from  surrounding  area  brought 
livestock  or  any  other  salable  items  to  the  court 
house  and  held  public  auctions.  From  this  idea 
Johnson  &  Butler  promoted  the  first  "Com- 
munity Day  Sale"  in  Saybrook.  This  was  the 
starting  of  quite  an  event  in  our  town  and 
became  an  annual  affair  with  large  quantities  of 
merchandise  and  livestock  changing  hands  at 
public  auction  on  this  day.  This  event  ran  for  25 
years  and  was  very  popular  with  the  people  and 
brought  great  crowds  to  the  town. 
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Fifty  years  ago  on  August  25,  1925,  Cheney's 
Grove  Township  began  the  celebration  of  the  one 
hundred  years  since  the  first  settler  built  his 
cabin  in  the  grove.  Long  before  the  hour  set  for 
the  beginning  of  the  celebration,  the  roads 
leading  into  Saybrook  were  veiled  with  dust.  The 
celebration  lasted  two  days  and  following  is  the 
interesting  program  which  was  presented  in 
those  two  days: 

Wednesday-Music-Band;    Song,    "AAy    Country 
Tis  of  Thee"  led  by  Dr.  J.M.  Anderson 

Prayer-Rev.  U.  G.  Johnston 

Short  Address- Ex.  Gov.  Joseph  Fifer 

Music 

Habits  and  Customs  of  the  Indians  of  McLean 
County-Wm.  Brigham 

Pioneer  Settlers  of  Cheney's  GroveW.C. 
Means 

History  of  the  Cheney  Family  Mrs.  Beckwith 

Early  History  of  Cheney's  Grove  Schools-F.M. 
Follick 

History  of  the  Christian  Church,  U.B.  Church 
and  M.E.  Church 
Wednesday  Night  Music 

Address-Early  Days  of  Cheney's  Grove-HcJn. 
Ely  Stansbury,  -former  attorney  general  of 
Indiana 

Addresses   by   other   persons   followed   by    a 
concert  by  the  Colfax  band 
Thursday 

Dedication  of  the  Memorial  Stone-Gov.  Fifer 

Music 


Address-Hon.  Frank  Gillespie 

Music 

Address-(to  be  supplied) 

Short  talks  by  old  settlers  and  former  residents 

Also  on  Wednesday  there  was  a  parade 
symbolizing  the  growth  of  transportation 
beginning  with  an  ox  team  followed  by  covered 
wagons,  a  democrat  wagon,  block  sled,  stiff- 
tongued  wagon  with  wide  tires,  buggies, 
carriages,  an  antiquated  automobile  and  suc- 
ceding  models,  culminating  in  the  quiet  efficient 
motor  car  made  in  1925. 

In  addition  to  the  parade,  Indians  from  a 
reservation  brought  to  mind  the  early  life  of 
central  Illinois  settlers.  Much  interest  was  also 
shown  in  a  museum  which  was  built  in  the  grove 
and  an  ancient  schoolhouse  which  had  been 
erected. 

At  the  time  of  the  Centennial  Celebration, 
Saybrook  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  towns  in 
McLean  county,  and  the  country  around  it  was 
some  of  the  most  interesting  and  prosperous 
farm  regions  of  the  county.  Its  population  was 
about  900.  Its  business  section  included  several 
blocks  of  stores,  garages  and  other  places  of 
business  and  the  main  street  boasted  a  park 
which  was  one  of  the  main  assets  of  the  city.  The 
town  supported  a  volunteer  fire  department  with 
a  gasoline  engine  pump.  The  Lake  Erie  railroad 
tank  located  near  the  business  center  of  the  city 
could  also  be  used  in  emergency. 
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MERLE  RUCH 

Corn 
and 
Grass  Seed 

Phone  727-3301  -  Saybrook,  Mi. 


FORD  CARS  &  TRUCKS 


Saybrook  Auto  Sales 


Congratulations 


On 


Cheney  Grove's 
Sesquicentennial 

(150th  Birthday) 


We  have  been  honored  with 
the  privilege  of  serving  our 
many  friends  of  the  Saybrook 
vicinity  for  the  past  25  years. 


Dale  &  Florence  Bunney 


DIAMONDS 


WATCHES 


THE  SH I EL^D  JEWELRY  CO. 

102   WEST  WASHINGTi^yfeTWeiO         BL-OOMINGTON.    lUL. 
••ON    +fi^-6QUARE^ 
PHONE^>^«-7516 


LATJDBATSIK 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
OF  BLOOMINGTON  -  EUREKA 

Congratulations 
To  Saybrook 


BLOOMINGTON  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

712  lAA  DRIVE,  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 
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J .  HOWARD  ROSE 


1226   TOWANDA   PLAZA 
BLOOMINGTON.    ILLINOIS 


Phone 
828   2013 


Bob  Johnson's 

ALL   NEW 

Restaurant 

At  The 

Brandtville  Center 

Route  150  &  66 

Bloomington,  Illinois 


Open  24  Hours 
365  Days 
Per  Year 

Famous  For 
CHICKEN  DINNERS 


Many  social  events  took  place  in  the  city  of 
Saybrook,  and  one  of  these  was  the  fifth  annual 
Saybrook  Peony  and  Iris  show  which  was  held 
at  the  M.E.  Church  June  2,  1932.  Many  were  in 
attendan  ce  from  here  and  other  towns.  The  show 
included  old  lace  brocades  and  fans,  unusual 
containers,  one  200  years  old,  and  display  of 
formal  dinner  tables,  garden  tea  tables,  break- 
fast tables  all  featuring  flower  decorations.  The 
balcony  was  draped  with  Spanish  and  Paisley 
shawls. 

Also  in  1932,  the  milk  prices  were  reduced--the 
new  prices  for  milk  delivered  were  per  pint  4c 
and  quart  8c. 

In  March  of  1933  the  Cheney's  Grove  Unem- 
ployment and  Relief  organ  ization  was  host  to  the 
community  at  a  benefit  party  at  the  K.  P.  Hall. 
This  organization  had  been  active  all  winter  in 
the  distribution  of  food  and  clothing  to  the  needy 
families  of  the  community. 

On  April  20,  1933,  Dr.  Frank  Stedem  died.  Dr. 
Stedem  had  practiced  medicine  in  Saybrook 
from  1900  to  1933. 

In  June  of  1933,  the  concrete  block  building 
next  to  the  grade  school  was  torn  down.  This 
building,  a  gymnasium,  had  been  condemned  for 
some  time. 

Farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Saybrook  believed 
1933  to  be  the  poorest  in  the  production  of  crops 
that  that  generation  had  seen.  There  was  no 
more  than  half  a  corn  crop  and  oats  were  a  poor 
second.  There  had  been  a  drouth  for  6  weeks  and 
then  the  great  pest,  the  measley  old  chinch  bug, 
arrived.  Many  farmers  had  to  work  overtime 
making  barriers  and  putting  down  a  line  of 
creosote  to  defend  their  crops. 

The  Princess  theatre  kept  up  with  modern 
improvements  and  in  September  of  1933,  new 
sound  equipment  was  being  tried  out.  At  that 
time  these  new  wide  range  sound  heads  were  the 
only  ones  installed  downstate  as  they  had  only 
been  on  the  market  a  few  weeks. 

A  barber  inspector  raised  a  little  storm  in 
Saybrook  in  1933-seems  a  number  of  people  had 
been  cutting  hair  for  neighbors  and  friends  and 
the  inspector  contended  this  was  contrary  to  the 
state  law. 


Anchor 
Grain  Company 


Hubbard  Feed 


ELEVATORS 
Anchor  -  Colfax  -  Cropsey 


Illinois 


Phone  217-784-5315 
NE\N  HOLLAND 
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GIBSON  MATERIALS 
CASE  POWER  DIV. 


TOM  TUCKER,  President 


Merle  Schaefer.  mgb. 


ROUTE  a    WEST 
GIBSON  CITY.   IL    60936 


November  1,  1934  was  a  busy  day  in  Saybrook 
when  a  hundred  or  more  cars  lined  the  streets, 
bidders  and  representatives  for  manufacturers 
of  fire  hydrants,  pipes,  etc.  Ostrom  Realty 
Construction  Co.  of  Indianapolis  with  a  bid  of 
$31,697  was  the  low  bidder.  Then  in  July  of  1934 
came  the  welcome  news  that  the  government 
had  approved  a  PWA  loan  and  grant  of  $39,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  water  works  plant  in 
Saybrook.  Aside  from  the  installation  of  electric 
lights  this  was  the  greatest  improvement  our 
little  city  had  ever  enjoyed.  It  was  thought  that 
70  men  would  receive  work  for  several  months 
installing  the  plant. 

Robberies  in  Saybrook  in  1934  were  becoming 
so  numerous  that  the  merchants  were  thinking  of 
arming  themselves  and  beating  the  robbers  to 
the  draw. 

Early  risers  on  August  16,  1934  witnessed  a 
most  unusual  sight  in  this  peaceful  little  city 
when  a  cavalcade  of  soldiers  passed  thru  here 
about  7  o'clock-it  was  part  of  the  700  troops  of 
the  6th  U.S.  Infantry  from  Jefferson  barracks 
enroute  to  Camp  Custer,  Michigan.  In  the 
procession  were  a  number  of  covered  wagons, 
each  drawn  by  a  4-mule  team,  a  long  string  of 
mounted  guns,  each  drawn  by  a  single  mule  and 
a  lineof  mounted  soldiers.  They  planned  to  reach 
Camp  Custer  in  about  a  week. 

The  townspeople  were  happy  to  be  afforded 
banking  facilities,  missed  since  the  closing  of  the 
bank  in  1931,  when  the  Money  Exchange  opened 
in  July,  1934  in  the  building  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Saybrook  State  Bank. 


Compliments  of 


PAUL'S 


M^^M  SHELL  SERVICE 


Phone  475-3961 
Saybrook,  Illinois 


Grandma's  Place 


Home  Made  Pie 
Plate  Lunches 


Grandma's 
Place 

Saybrook,  Illinois 


In  1935,  the  Nickel  Plate  railroad  started  work 
on  a  new  water  tank  and  completed  the  job  in 
about  4  months.  The  railroad  had  considered 
abandoning  a  tank  here  but  an  analysis  showed 
that  the  water  here  was  about  the  best  on  the 
entire  system.  Ever  since  the  railroad  was  first 
built  through  Saybrook,  a  tank  has  been  located 
here  and  at  one  time  the  pumping  was  done  by 
horse  power  and  D.  H.  Simmons  had  charge  of 
the  pump  station. 

J.  E.  Boudreau  moved  his  harness  shop  to  a 
building  on  Center  St.  in  1935  and  the  tem- 
perature on  Christmas  Day,  1935  was  10  below 
zero  with  a  wind  of  gale  force  blowing  all  day. 

The  Princess  Theatre  seemed  to  be  the  center 
of  entertainment-the  Chief  Deerfoot  Medicine 
Show  leased  the  building  for  two  weeks  and 
provided  this  territory  with  some  clean 
wholesome  shows,  consisting  of  good  comedy, 
singing  and  dancing,  and  everything  was  free. 
The  drama  department  of  Illinois  State  Normal 
University  gave  three  one-act  plays  at  the 
theatre,  an  orchestra  furnished  music  and  the 
cost  was  only  10c  and  20c. 

A  drama  of  liquor  traffic,  "Prisoner  at  the 
Bar",  was  presented  by  the  Anti-saloon  league 
with  a  cast  of  21  local  citizens  at  the  U.B.  Church 
in  November  of  1935  and  in  December  of  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Brigham  of  Funk's  Grove 
township  gave  information  on  the  consolidation 
of  schools. 

In  February  of  1936,  Saybrook  won  the  county 
Tourney  by  defeating  McLean.  This  was  the 
second  time  Saybrook  had  won  the  tourney-the 
other  time  in  1915. 

The  West  Side  elevator  owned  by  the  Clyde 
Brittain  Grain  Co.  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1936. 
About  10,000  bushels  of  oats  and  a  thousand 
bushel  of  beans  were  destroyed. 


Compliments  of 

R.  G.  ALFER 

Agent  for 
Country  Companies 

ELLSWORTH,   ILLl.NOLS 


Double-B-Barn 

Anchor/  Illinois 
Phone  723-5601 

CALL  COLLECT 

Monday Butt  Steak 

Tuesday Chicken 

Wednesday Spaghetti,  Pork  Chops 

Thursday Chix  Giblets 

Kriday Catfish,  Shrimp 

Seating  For  300  People 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Friday  and  Saturday  Nite 

Full  Menu  Nightly 

YOCR  HOSTS 

Tom  and  Judy 


Bradd 
Landfill 


Saybrook,  Illinois 


Phone  475-3121 


Betty  &  Earl  Bradd 


The  Best  To  Saybrook  In  The  Future 


Ray  Schertz 
Bus  Kirkpalrick 
Pope  Roberts 
Martha  Zimmerman 
Dick  Brandon 
Mike  Steinlicht 
Wayne  Wills 
Tom  Larkin 
Ivan  Arbogast 
Wilbur  West 
Henry  Feese 
Shirley  Schertz 


40Yrs. 
20Yrs. 
31  Yrs. 


Bus  Robbins 
Albert  Tjarks 
Duke  Kirkpatrick 
Loren  Nunamaker 
Paul  Cameron 
MP.  Schaer 
John  Garrett 
Bob  Garrett 
Stanley  Pruitt 
Clair  Evans 
Carl  Williams 
John  VanNote 
Bill  Tarter 
Gilly  Gilmore 
Doc  Drum 
Ed  Hale 
Art  Denman 
Tim  Sandage 
Ivan  VanNote 
Paul  Arbogast 
Gale  Bane 
Dale  Tarter 
Pete  Williams 
Mervin  Stolz 
Dale  Schaefer 
Sonny  Beck 
Harvey  Reynolds 
Stanley  Wilson 
Don  Wilson 
Earl  Hale 
Delmar  Tipsord 
Weaver  Merritt 
Herman  Hassebrock 
Merle  Coile 
Paul  Zimmerman 
Gerald  Grankey 
Paul  Dunham 
Frank  Butler 


24  Yrs. 


Our  48fh  Year  -  1927-1975 


Harold  Schertz  and  his  brother  Ralph 
started  hauling  livestock  to  Peoria  stock- 
yards about  1927  in  a  Model  T  Ford  truck, 
Ralph  continued  farming  and  Harold  con 
tinued  trucking  livestock,  grain  and  coal 
with  his  farming  until  1937.  Harold  and 
Edna  moved  to  Saybrook  in  1934  and 
business  increased.  In  1958  Harold's  son 
Ray  joined  the  business,  now  known  as 
Schertz  Service,  Inc.  Trucking  is  still  a  part 
of  the  business,  traveling  as  far  as  New 
York  and  California  hauling  livestock,  farm 
machinery,  farm  building  material,  or 
anything  on  the  farm  to  anyplace.  Schertz 
Service,  Inc.  also  handles  limestone,  liquid 
and  dry  fertilizers  and  chemicals. 


Kay  Schertz,  Paul  Zimmerman,  Ivan  Van  Note. 
Merle  C'oile.  Buss  KIrkpatrick,  Duke  Kirkpatrick. 
I'ope  Koberts.  Herman  Hassebrock,  H.  K.  Schertz 


-        *:isjJL:-^'-<^ 


SAYBHOOK  -  This  saybrook  business  block  Ai.3  a  mass  ol  rums  Tuesday  altei  J  $20,000  tire 
destroyed  five  business  houses,  the  opera  houst'  and  K  of  P  Hall.  .Numbered  are:  l-Frigid 
Locker  (ompaiiy,  2--Free's  Creamery  :!-  Kcger's  Bari)er  Shop.  1  -Say brook  Dry  Goods 
{  ompany,  .5 -Pfoff's  Billiard  Parlor  and  fi -Opera  House  and  K  of  P  Hall, 


A  soap  box  derby,  held  in  Saybrook  in  1937  was 
won  by  a  low  swung  racer  from  Mansfield  fhat 
crossed  fhe  finish  line  first  and  won  the  grand 
prize  of  $10.00. 

In  April  of  1937,  the  "The  Old  Hayloft  Revue" 
was  presented  for  three  nights  with  a  different 
cast  each  night.  This  "Revue"  took  place  at  the 
High  School  gym  and  was  sponsored  by  the 
Alumni  Association  and  was  directed  by  Wilda 
Weaver  of  Chicago. 

Basketball  interest  again  captured  the  town  in 
1937  as  Coach  Martin's  invincible  hard  court 
performers  again  won  top  flight  honors  when 
competing  against  a  field  of  19  other  county  high 
schools  and  brought  home  the  McLean  County 
Championship  two  years  in  a  row. 

A  fire  of   unknown  origin   causing  damage 


,iditt*«S«^-' 


estimated  at  $20,000  raged  through  the  northwest 
block  of  the  Saybrook  business  district  in  August 
of  1941,  completely  gutting  a  two  story  brick 
building  and  causifig  damage  to  other  nearby 
businesses.  The  building  which  was  destroyed 
had  an  80  foot  frontage  on  the  block  and  housed  5 
places  of  business.  The  Locker  Company,  Pree's 
creamer,  the  Rogers  barber  shop,  Saybrook  Dry 
Goods  Co.  and  Pfotf's  billiard  and  pool  hall.  The 
old  time  opera  house  and  tne  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodge  rooms  covered  the  second  floor  area.  The 
local  fire  company,  about  25  men,  soon  saw  the 
fire  was  out  of  control  and  called  Gibson  City  for 
help.  The  combined  efforts  of  the  two  forces 
stopped  the  fire  before  it  could  reach  other 
buildings  but  not  before  an  ammonia  tank  in  the 
locker  exploded  and  flew  up  more  than  300  feet  in 
the  air. 


!;(lsilK■s^    litiii^cs    III   llif   two  slor>    huiltlinii 

:;iilli-(l.  Niirslini»U-<l  tl.iitin^r  hns  been  |il:ici>(l  uu  i 
i;iit  ni  ll.t  l»r.  .1.  liiulir  .■>t;il'-   Tiii.s  is  hi>«  tin-  sUm 


l\w  liliUP  has  bvcii   l»r«iii;lii    itmlii 
II  llir  siinn"  nrtlcr.l 


The  day  following  the  fire  there  was  little 
hilarity  on  the  streets  in  Saybrook,  but  old  man 
gloom  didn't  have  a  strangle  hold  on  the  com 
munity  for  there  was  a  dogged  persistence 
evident  as  some  business  moved  to  new  locations 
and  others  were  making  arrangements  for  new 
plate  glass  windows.  Though  Saybrook  wasn't 
exactly  proud  of  the  way  their  city  would  look 
during  the  homecoming  week  starting  the  next 
Monday,  they  wanted  those  windows  repaired 
and  the  brick  cleared  away.  Oldtimers  harked 
back  to  when  a  similar  fire  hit  the  same  block  30 
years  ago.  The  building  housing  the  Seeger 
grocery  remained  after  that  fire  and  it  was  only 
slightly  damaged  this  time  even  though  the 
locker  plant  next  to  it  was  one  of  the  hardest  hit. 
The  day  after  those  fires  years  ago,  owners  were 
talking  and  planning  rebuilding,  but  there  were 
no  reports  of  rebuilding  after  this  last  fire,  in 
fact,  there  was  apprehension  as  to  whether  the 
charred  ruins  would  remain  an  eyesore  in 
Saybrook's  business  district  for  some  time  to 
come. 

The  Star  Route  between  Bloomington  and 
Gibson  City  changed  its  schedule  in  1943  and 
caused  Saybrook  to  have  two  east  bound  mails  in 
the  morning  and  two  west  bound  mails  in  the 
afternoon. 

In  1945,  you  could  have  a  turkey  dinner  for 
$1.00  at  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Day  bazaar  at 
the  Methodist  Church. 

In  Aug  ust  of  1945,  the  word  of  the  surrender  of 
Japan  was  noisily  greeted  in  Saybrook  much  as 
it  was  throughout  the  nation.  Joyous  crowds 
assembled  on  the  streets,  bells  were  rung,  auto 
horns  sounded,  fire  arms  were  shot  off,  sticks  of 
dynamite  set  off,  and  in  general  a  rousing  time 

was  had  for  several  hours.  The  next  day  the 
business  houses  observed  the  occasion  by 
remaining  closed.  A  union  Victory  Service  was 
planned  for  the  following  Sunday  at  the 
Methodist  Church  with  all  churches  taking  part. 
In  1945  one  of  the  items  that  was  quite  common 
in  the  newspaper  was  the  notification  of  which 
ration  stamps  were  good  and  for  what  period  of 
time;  Ration  Calendar-meats  and  fats-Red 
stamps  K2,  L2,  M2,  good  thru  July  31,  1945  and 
shoes-airplane  stamps  1,  2  and  3  in  book  3  good 
for  one  pair  each. 


To  The  People 
of  Saybrook 


We  Congratulate  You 
On  Your  150  Year  Heritage 


Corn  Belt  Hatcheries 
of  ML,  Inc. 


Gibson  City  and  Forrest,  III. 


COILE'S 
GARAGE 


'DETROIT  DIESEL    REBUILDERS' 


PHONE    475-3093   OR    475-3201 


SAYBROOK,    ILLINOIS    61770 


MERLE   COILE, Owner 


Streenz 
Plumbing  &  Heating 

Phone  475-2481 
Saybrook,  Illinois 


BLUFF   RIDGE    FARM 

Robert  Butler 
&  Family 

Arrowsmith,  Illinois 


Pfof  f  Building 
Saybrook,  Illinois 

Phil,  Kevin,  and  Kerry 

and 

Steve  Sallee 


In  May  of  1945,  V  E  Day  was  observed  with 
most  of  the  places  of  business  closing  and  short 
services  held  at  the  grade  and  high  school  after 
which  the  students  were  dismissed.  Saybrook 
citizens  received  the  announcement  on  Monday 
morning  and  stayed  close  to  their  radios 
throughout  the  day  expecting  Pres.  Truman  to 
make  the  report  official  but  this  didn't  occur 
until  24  hours  after  the  first  report. 

June  saw  another  celebration  In  the  form  of  a 
party  for  all  servicemen  discharged  and  on 
furloughs  at  the  Easterbrook  building. 

A  booklet  entitled  "Along  the  Line"  and  issued 
by  the  Nickel  Plate  RR  had  this  to  say  about 
Saybrook  in  1945:  "Saybrook  has  thj  Brittain 
elevator  as  well  as  its  silver  water  tower 
flaunting  Its  name  high  above  the  trees. 
Saybrook,  an  exclusive  Nickel  Plate  town  is  one 
of  the  oldest  communities  in  this  area--originally 
it  was  settled  In  1825  by  Jonathan  Cheney,  who 
had  come  from  the  state  of  Ohio.  Early  settlers 
found  it  a  particularly  advantageous  site 
because  of  ample  water  and  an  abundant  supply 
of  logs  and  lumber  from  well  wooded  section  in 
contrast  to  the  prairie  land  surrounding  it.  It  Is 
still  referred  to  as  the  city  of  Shade  and  Water.  In 
its  very  early  days  the  settlement  was  commonly 
referred  to  as  "Tufty"  for  rumors  were  abroad 
that  the  town  had  rough  and  ready  charac- 
teristics." 

Evidently  some  of  those  characteristics  were 
still  around  in  1945  because  in  April  of  that  year, 
the  school  board  had  to  step  in  and  dismiss 
school.  The  Supt.  had  been  called  out  of  town  and 
the  scholars  became  so  unruly  that  this  action 
had  to  be  taken. 

On  November  14,  1946,  the  Memorial  to  the 
World  Wars  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
observance.  A  goodly  number  attended  although 
the  weather  was  chilly.  The  monument  on  which 
the  plaque  was  attached  was  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  city  park  and  was  presented  as  a 
lasting  memorial  to  those  who  lost  their  lives  in 
the  great  conflicts. 


Clarksburg  Casket  (po. 

Box  448  Phone 

Saybrook,  Illinois  61770         309  475-6641 


BILL  BUTLER 


Personal  &  Business  Life  Insurance 

•  Mortgage  Protection 

•  Hospitalization 

•  Disability  Income 

•  Pension  Plans  and  Profit  Sharing 

•  Group  Insurance 

•  Annuities 

Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

904  Eldorado  Road 

Kloomiiigton,  Illinois  61701 
Office:  662-4378  Home:  663-4215 


DUNHAM'S  TEXACO  SERVICE 

Saybrook,  III. 
Phone  475-2151 


Our  Business  is  to  serve  our  community 
with  as  complete  a  line  of  automotive 
repair  as  possible.       We  enjoy  and 
appreciate  your  faithful  patronage. 


'ft 


\. 


Oc/**®  James  L.  Dunham  "^V^ 

Owner 


JOHNSON 
REPAIR  SERVICE 

Web  Johnson 

Phone  475-2221 
SAYBROOK.  ILLINOIS  61770 


Lions  International 


SAYBROOK.  ILLINOIS 


^  if  )f  if.  if  if  If  if  if  )f)f  if  if  if  if  if  if  if 

STAK  GUANERS 

"We  Clean   Most  Anything   But   Fiih" 

°  'I'uxcdo  Rental 

°  I'illow  CU-iininf; 

°  (urix'l  &  Ku(i  Cleaning 

DON    RICKKY  ""  Sou"!  Sangamon  Avenue 

GIBSON    CITY,    ILL     69834 
Phone  784  5333 


Compliments  of 

Morefield  Tiling 

Keith  -  Kent  -  Kevin  -  Gary 

Arrowsmith,  Illinois 
Phone  727-6741 


In  May  of  1947  the  following  sad  announcement 
appeared  in  the  local  paper;  "Ten  did  not  come 
back,  Boyle,  Bowen,  Cooper,  Frieburg,  Hale, 
Manahan,  Morefield,  McKee,  Rosenbaum  and 
Tipsord.  They  were  called  to  fight  for  our  liberty 
and  freedom.  They  gave  their  life  to  preserve  the 
home  they  loved.  That  home  is  Saybrook, 
Illinois,  U.S.A.  We  will  not  forget." 

On  May  15,  1952,  the  Saybrook  and  Arrowsmith 
school  districts  voted  to  consolidate. 

On  March  20,  1952,  Dr.  James  Jenson,  74,  who 
had  been  a  physician  here  for  35  years  passed 
away  in  the  St.  Joseph's  hospital  in  Bloomington. 

In  November  of  1953,  space  was  purchased  by 
the  General  Telephone  Co.  to  build  a  dial  system 
building.  This  will  be  located  on  the  site  of  the  old 
water  tank  that  was  used  in  the  old  days  to  fill  the 
town  water  sprinkler.  The  telephone  company 
planned  to  have  the  dial  service  ready  by  the 
first  of  April  of  that  year. 

In  September  of  1955,  the  Saybrook  Methodist 
Church  observed  its  125th  anniversary.  Rev. 
R.C.  Myers  was  the  pastor  at  that  time  and  much 
of  the  history  of  the  church  was  prepared  from 
material  compiled  by  Miss  Mabel  Easterbrook 
and  Rev.  U.G.  Johnson  at  the  time  of  the  cen- 
tennial. 

Voters  in  SaybrookArrowsmith  school 
districts  approved  a  $495,000  bond  issue  for  new 
construction  and  repairs  in  1957. 

An  early  morning  blaze  completely  destroyed 
the  Saybrook  Lumber  Company  in  July  of  1965. 
An  estimated  150  persons  watched  as  the 
building  went  up  in  the  worst  fire  in  Saybrook  in 
some  years. 
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In  1955  construction  was  started  on  a  new  Post 
Office  building  and  the  following  June  the  office 
was  moved  to  this  new  location  on  Lincoln  St. 
The  following  year  another  new  building  was 
erected  next  to  the  Post  Office  and  shortly 
thereafter  "Grandma's  Cafe"  was  opened  for 
business.  These  two  buildings  filled  up  the  space 
where  in  1941,  Saybrook  had  one  of  its  worst 
fires. 

The  October  1965  issue  of  American  Heritage, 
the  historical  magazine,  had  an  interesting  story 
about  Sgt.  Gilbert  Bates  who  is  buried  near  the 
south  edge  of  the  Saybrook  Township  cemetery. 
Twice,  Sgt.  Bates  bet  that  he  could  carry  the 
American  flag  through  unfriendly  territory 
without  trouble.  The  first  venture  was  after  the 
Civil  War  when  he  carried  the  flag  from 
Vicksburg  Miss,  to  Wash.  D.C.  without  incident. 
The  second  time  Sgt.  Bates  carried  the  flag  from 
Gretna  Green  on  the  Scottish  border  to  the 
Guildhall  in  London.  On  this  latter  undertaking, 
he  had  a  bet  with  an  unnamed  Saybrook  mer- 
chant. Bates  won  the  $1000  bet,  but  didn't  take 
the  money  because  he  said  the  good  will  he 
engendered  between  England  and  the  United 
States  was  compensation  enough. 

The  Rowe  Construction  Co.  widened  the  5.96 
miles  of  road  between  Saybrook  and  Bellflower 
in  1966  at  a  cost  of  approximately  5180,000. 


.SIIKKWI.N   WII.I.I.A.MS  --  PITTSBURGH 
DKVOE  --  S.MITH  ALSOP 

--0-- 

VVAI.LP.APER  --  AKTIST  SUPPLIES 
CUSTOM   PICTURE  FRAMES 

Lindsey 
Paint  Center 

Phone  784-4630 

216  N.  Sangamon  Ave. 
OIB.SON  CITY,   ILLINOIS 


"Established  1894" 
117  East  Ninth  Street 
Gibson  Citv.  Illinois  60936 


Ph.  784-8:i21 


F.   RODNEY   BRAYSHAW.   R.  Ph. 

GIBSON    CITY,  ILLINOIS   60936 

PHONE  784-8159 

WE     MAINTAIN     A     COMPLETE     RECORD     OF     ALU 
YOUR     FAMILY'S     PRESCRIPTION     PURCHASES 


Gibson  Plumbing  &  Heating 

220  N.  Sangamon  Ave. 

(;iBSON  CITY.  ILLINOIS  60936 

Phone  217-784-4744 


The  doors  on  all  sides  swung  open  wide  and 
people  entered  from  all  directions  until  the 
church  was  filled  with  people  much  to  the  sur- 
prise of  only  one  person  among  the  congregation. 
This  happened  in  Saybrook  on  a  Sunday  evening 
in  1966  when  perhaps  one  of  the  biggest  con- 
spiracy plots  in  the  town  came  to  a  happy  and 
wonderful  climax.  The  one  and  only  person  baff- 
led was  Miss  Geneva  Harper,  faithful  worker  of 
the  church,  ex-school  teacher  and  civic  worker 
as  she  was  honored  by  her  friends  in  a  "This  is 
Your  Life,  AAiss  Harper,"  Program. 

In  1967,  the  building  project  for  a  new  $108,000 
(estimated  cost)  of  the  Saybrook  Christian 
Church  was  officially  begun  with  a  ground 
breaking  ceremony.  This  building  replaced  the 
one  which  had  been  in  use  since  1871  and  which 
was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $3,400. 

In  1968,  the  second  meeting  of  the  Indian 
Springs  Recreation  Area  was  held  with  45 
members  present.  At  this  meeting  it  was  an- 
nounced that  construction  was  to  begin  on  the 
golf  course  and  lakes  in  the  spring  of  1968,  and  in 
July  of  1970  the  virtually  completed  clubhouse 
and  golf  course  was  open  for  inspection.  This  80.9 
acre  recreation  area  which  was  a  wonderful 
addition  to  Saybrook  and  the  surrounding 
communities,  is  filled  with  legends  of  Indians 
and  the  first  settlers  of  the  area. 


M.  P.  Bishop 
Fertilizer  Inc. 

LeRoy,  Illinois 
309-962-2211 

& 

Saybrook 
Ag  Supply 

Saybrook,  Illinois 
309-475-3361 
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Tom  and  Madonna  Young  and  children,  Susan, 
Veronica  and  Steve. 


ARROWSMITH 
STATE  BANK 
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Happy  to  Have 
Served  This  Community 

At  This  Same  Location  For 
70  Continuous  Years 

LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  MANY  MORE 


ON  U.  S.  190-14  BLOCK  NORTH  OF  66  BELT  LINE 


L  &  L  MOTEL 

BLOOMINGTON.   ILLINOIS 


Your  Hosts: 
RICHARD  &   MABEL  WALLEN 


PHONE    RESERVATIONS 
662-2361 


Office  Supplies 


Phone  829-9823 


KILVK 


MACE  OFFICE  SUPPLY 

Complete  Line  of  Offne  Supplies 


West  Side  ot  Square 

204  North  Center  Street 

Bloomington,  tlltnOfS    61701 


TOP   QUALITY 

FARM  SEED 

from 


ACCO  SEED 


Customer-Oriented  in  .  .  . 

•  Service 

•  Products 

•  Research 

Contact  your  local 
ACCO  Dealer: 

Clinton  Gibbens 

Savbrook,  Illinois 


Cliff  Biehl 

Arrowsmith,  Illinois 


Richard  Smith 

Arrowsmith,  Illinois 


"The  Move  Is  To  ACCO  SEED" 


ROLAND'S 


Downtown 

BLOOMINGTON 


Eastland 

BLOOMINGTON 


Jones 
Motor  Sales 


OadgE 


CHRYSLER 


Vlymoutti 


Phone  784-5134 

U.S.47--54&9 
Gibson  City,  Illinois 


The  site  is  the  place  where  one  of  the  first 
families  of  Cheney's  Grove  settled  in  the  year 
1825  and  the  Indians  encamped  there  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sangamon  River,  presumably 
because  of  the  numerous  natural  springs.  Water 
still  flows  from  a  natural  spring  there  only  a  few 
feet  from  the  Sangamon  River.  Today  this  spring 


water  is  sr, ,,  Licmy  u^cu  ano  is  well  known  for  its 
delicious  taste  and  clearness.  The  "Indian 
Springs  Club",  with  its  approximate  250  mem- 
bers, enjoy  a  beautiful  club  house  and  one  of  the 
best  nine  hole  golf  courses  in  the  area.  It  has 
been  developed  into  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
spots  in  McLean  County. 


Van's  Insurance  Agency 

and  Photo  Supplies 

Complete  Insurance 
Service 

Cameras  --  Film  ~  Projectors 

Tape  Players  -  Calculators 

8  Track/Cassette  Tapes 

Van's 

Insurance  Agency 

and  Photo  Supplies 


124  East  Eighth  Street 

GIBSON   CITY.   ILLINOIS 

Phone  [2171  784-4110 


BLOOM INGTON-NORM.AL  HOME  OF  . . . 

McLean  County  Truck  Co. 

[The  (i.MC  Truck  People  From  General  Motors] 
PHONE  [309)662-1331 


PutSnSn^ 


Th«  Tru<k  ^••pl« 
frpm  0«ii«r«l  M«tor( 


Stahly  Truck  City 

The  Kxclusive  Trucking  Center  Developments 

L  .S,  66  By  Pass  &  Mercer  Av.       1-74  &  Prospect  Av. 
Rloominoton.  III.  Champaign-l'rbana.  III. 

Phone  [:109 1662-1331  Phone  [2171  339-1511 


Dwayne  Kinsell 

Compliments 

&  Sons 

of 

2ue  &£*Uc 

410  E.  Lincoln  Street 

Marcos  Y.  Que,  M.D.,  F.A.C.S. 

Saybrook,  Illinois  61770 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

tONGRATLLATIONS 

Dave  Boyle 

ANCHOR  STATE    BANK 

"Serving  a  Wonderful  Community'^ 

Bulldozing 

ANCHOR.   ILL.   61720 

Dtpendtnce. 

SAYBROOK,  ILLINOIS 

Security           f*^  Stability 

•    Land  Clearing 

w? 

•    Waterways 

FDIC  -  $40,000 
Full  Service  Bank 

•    Terracing 

•    Earth  Dams  &  Ponds 

•    General  Excavating 

1973  saw  more  changes  in  our  town.  A  new 
pavilion  was  erected  in  our  park.  Shell  Service 
on  the  corner  of  Main  &  Lincoln  was  torn  down 
and  a  new  modern  station  was  erected.  Dr.  J.  A. 
Van  Ham,  due  to  ill  health,  gave  up  medical 
practice  and  moved  to  Arizona.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  Saybrool<  has  been  with  out  the  ser- 
vices of  a  local  doctor.  Don  AAaupin  purchased 
Winn's  Supermarket  and  is  redecorating  and 
enlarging  this  area.  When  completed,  this  should 
give  Saybrook  an  up  to  date  modern  grocery  and 
department  store.  In  the  winter  of  1973  Saybrook 
experienced  one  of  the  bigger  snow  storms.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  snow  averaged  12  inches 
on  the  level  and  all  traffic  stopped  for  a  couple  of 
days  until  we  dug  out  from  under. 

In  1974  a  modern  building  for  the  storage  of 
machinery  and  necessary  working  tools  of  the 
village  was  erected  at  the  south  end  of  State  St. 
Also,  the  West  Chapel  of  the  Wesbein  United 
Methodist  Church  was  sold  and  at  this  writing  is 
in  the  process  of  being  razed. 


MAUPiN's  maO:et 


202  N.  Sangamon  Ave.  Gibson  City, 

Phone  784-4880 


inois 


(g)   PANTAGRAPH 


OFFICE  EQUIPMENT 
&  SUPPLIES 


1212  Towanda  Plau 
Bloomlnglon,  lllinoli  il70l 
T*l*phont:    829-1071 


In  Memory  of 

Joseph  E.  Tipsord 

and 
J.  Everett  Tipsord 

Henrietta  &  Bonnie 


Bower 
Automotive  Inc. 

Wholesale  Distributors 

305  -US.  Center  /  P.O.  Box  970 

I?I.()()MIN(;T0N.  ILLINOIS  6I70I 

Phone  829-:!:!2:! 


1933-1975 

Compliments  of 

Modern's  Club 

Saybrook,  Illinois 
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Pearson's  Sales 
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202  South  Main  Street 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

309-475-3481 

Used  Cars  &  Trucks 

Rebuilding  &  Refinishing 

Specializing  in  Chevrolets 

fir"! 
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PORK — An  Important  Food 

Foods  are  divided  into  groups  according  to  their 
major  nutritional  contributions  to  the  diet.  As  a 
team  they  include  all  the  nutrients  needed  from  a 
wide  variety  of  foods.  These  are  the  protective  foods 
for  fitness — for  every  day  in  meais  and  snacks — to 
bring  out  the  best  in  you. 

Each  food  supplies  at  least  one  essential  nutrient 
but  no  one  food  provides  all  the  nutrients  in  the 
amounts  needed.  The  interdependence  of  the  four 
food  groups  in  providing  the  required  amounts  of 
all  the  essential  nutrients  every  day  is  how  this  food 
guide  w^orks  to  achieve  a  balanced  diet. 

Pork  is  an  important  food  of  the  Meat  Group  and 


Byron  Jones 

Saybrook,  III. 


is  a  key  source  of  many  essential  nutrients  (2  or 
more  servings  per  day  from  this  group  are  recom- 
mended). Pork  is  an  excellent  source  of  body- 
building protein  and  is  not  high  in  fat.  Its  high- 
quality  protein  contains  all  of  the  essential  amino 
acids  needed  to  build,  maintain  and  repair  body 
tissue  and  help  fight  infection  and  disease.  The 
mineral  iron,  together  with  the  complete  protein,  is 
vital  in  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  red  blood 
and  the  prevention  of  anemia. 

Pork  is  a  major  dietary  source  of  the  B  vitamins, 
especially  thiamin  (3  times  as  much  as  any  other 
food  source).  It  is  one  of  the  most  completely 
digestible  and  utilized  foods.  Pork  reflects  more 
than  good  eating  in  its  outstanding  nutritive  value 
that  means  so  much  to  health  and  well-being. 


HAMILTON'S  ANTIQUES 

A.NTIQLKS  &  COLLECTIBLES 


Ernest  &  Inis  Hamilton 
217-928-5700 


20SE.  HigtiSt. 
Farmer  City,  111.61842 


Compliments  of 
"The  Coteries" 

Saybrook's  Oldest  Active  Social  Club 


1907 


1975 


This  brings  us  up  to  the  great  year  of  Cheney's 
Grove's  "Sesquicentennial  Celebration".  Yes, 
150  years  have  passed  and  many  changes  taken 
place.  The  last  census  taken  shows  Cheney's 
Grove  Township  (outside  village)  1192 
population.  Village  of  Saybrook  844.  There  are 
approximately  63  businesses.  Many  of  our  people 
are  working  in  Gibson  City,  Chanute  Field, 
Champaign,  and  Bloomington.  The  area  is  not 


only  rich  in  history  but  it  is  noted  for  the  rich  soil 
and  bounteous  crops  it  produces.  If  Jonathan 
Cheney  could  return,  we  feel  he  would  have  the 
thoughts  that  his  decision  to  settle  here  was  100 
percent  correct  and  that  the  good  Lord  must 
have  directed  his  early  efforts  toward  the  set- 
tling and  molding  of  this  beautiful  and  bounteous 
piece  of  United  States  of  America. 


COMPLIMENTS 


MCLEAN  COUNTY  SERVICE  COMPANY 


202  E.  Locust  St.,  Bloomington,  \\\. 


Fertilizer  &  Chemicals 

Arrowsmith 

Phone  727-3611 


Grain 

Arrowsmith 

Phone  727-3411 


A  KAKMKK-OWNKI)  SEKVHE 


managers  of  money 

cultivators  of  dreams 

TOWANDA  AND  EMPIRE  -  BLOOM INGTON 

HBMIiia 

Compliments 


Bloomington  Battery  Service  Company 


Automotive,  Industrial, 
Agricultural  Parts 
And  Service 


Air-Cooled  Engine 
Parts  and  Service 


200  East  Lafayette 


1610  South  Main 


Bloomington,  Illinois 
829-7011 


Religion 

Religion  was  an  important  part  of  the  life  of 
the  families  who  settled  in  the  grove.  Meetings 
were  held  in  the  various  homes  with  itinerant 
preachers  or  the  family  elders  bringing  the  Word 
to  those  present.  The  Robert  Cunninghams  were 
"Hardshell"  Baptists.  Their  house  was  the  place 
of  the  stated  preaching  of  that  sect.  The  mem- 
bership here  was  limited  and  finally  disbanded. 
Methodist  History 

William  and  Nancy  Riggs  came  to  Cheney's 
Grove  in  1830  bringing  their  Methodist  faith  with 
them.  With  other  settlers  of  that  period  they 
gathered  in  the  Jonathan  Cheney  cabin  to  hold 
their  first  religious  services. 

The  first  society  of  Methodists  was  organized 
by  Mr.  Duty,  circuit  rider,  with  5  members. 
Father  Riggs  was  chosen  class  leader.  This 
group  met  regularly  for  reading  and  study  of  the 
Bible  and  prayer. 

In  1840  a  log  school  house  was  bui  It  northwest 
of  the  settlement.  This  was  used  for  worship  for 
ten  years.  A  Sunday  School  was  organized  at  this 
time. 

In  1850  the  society  realized  the  need  of  a  church 
so  under  the  leadership  of  Wm.  Riggs,  Ezekiel 
Sfansbury  and  John  D.  Lewis  trees  were  cut  and 
a  church  of  walnut  timber  was  built  just  north  of 
the  school.  This  was  called  the  Ebenezer  Church. 


1830-1850 


Congratulations 

Saybrook 

We  are  not  150  yet  but  we're  working 
on  it. 

The  Hoovers  have  been  Jewelers 
since  1896  and  your  Gibson  City 
neighbors  since  1921. 

Hoover  Jewelers 

Gibson  City,  Illinois 


Compliments  of 

Red  Carpet  Inn 

Smorgasbord  -  Daily 
11:00  A.M.  -2:00  P.M. 
5:00  P.M. -8:00  P.M. 

Call  Us  For  Your 
Partys  --  Anniversaries  -  Weddings  -  Etc. 


Phone  7S1-S1 17 


CJibson  Citv,  III. 


IS.'.ll-lHti.") 


Congratulations 
Saybrook 

Purity  Baking 
Co. 

Bakers  of  Sunbeam 
Batter  Whipped  Bread 


MiI.eaii  Counlv's  Largest  Financial  Institution 


loomington  Federal 

SAVINGS  AND  *^LOAN   ASSOCIATJON 

115  East  Washington  Street 

and 

BR.\N(  II  AT  R.ASTI-.WI) 

Klooniinglon.  Illinois 


1^  Appliance 

1^  Clothing 

i/'  Furniture 

i^  Shoes 

1^  Paint  & 
Wallpaper 

ix  Carpeting 

ilp[Sw> 

LeRoy,  Illinois 


The  settlers  increased  and  a  desire  and  need 
for  a  larger  church  arose.  A  partnership  was 
formed  between  the  Methodists  and  the  school 
district.  Land  belonging  to  the  Cheneys  was 
purchased  where  the  present  city  park  is  and  a 
two  story  edifice,  called  the  Bradshaw  church, 
was  erected  in  1864.  The  first  bell  in  the  com- 
munity was  hung  in  the  belfry.  A  place  had  been 
built  in  the  new  church  for  an  organ  but  because 
of  dissension  among  the  members  it  was  1866 
before  the  majority  ruled  and  an  organ  was 
purchased.    At    the    time    of    the    building    of 


Bus.  309-962-9632 
Res.  962-4551 


We 
Appreciate 

your 
Patronage 


Arends  &  Sons,  Inc. 


113-115  E.  Center  Street 
LeRoy,  Illinois  61752 


Your  John  Dealer 


Ralph  Lowe,  Owner 


Located  At 


Intersection  Routes  54,  9,  &  47 


GIBSON  CITY,  ILLINOIS 


1825 


Your 


1975 

* 


Country  Companies^ 


Agent  countrv  life 


COUNIBY  MUTUAL  •  COUNTHV  CASUALTY 
MID  AMERICA  FIRE  AND  MARINE  •  INSURANCE  COMPANIES 
COUNTRY  CAPITAL  INVESTMENT  FUND    INC    •  MUTUAL  FUND 


THE  SAYBROOK  GAZETTE 

Founded  in  1896 

Marilyn  Manahan,  Editor 

Owned  by 
Kramer  Publishing  Co.,  Gibson  City,  III. 

Publishers  of: 
•     Saybrook  Gazette 
•     LeRoy  Journal  •     Colfax  Press 

•     Monticello-Piatt  Co.  Journal-Republican 
•     Gibson  City  Courier  •     Bement  Register 

•     Chenoa  Clipper  Times-Lexington  Unit  Journal 


Bradshaw  church  a  parsonage  was  built  just 
north  ot  the  site  of  the  old  depot.  It  was  moved  in 
1800  to  the  site  north  ot  the  church  on  Main 
street. 

The  school  and  church  partnership  was 
discontinued  in  1876  and  the  brick  church  was 
built  on  the  present  site.  It  cost  $6000  and  the 
bricks  used  tor  it  were  made  here  in  Saybrook. 
The  bell  was  moved. 

In  1899  the  old  parsonage  was  sold  and  a  new 
one  built  tor  $1200. 


1876-1920 


Compliments 
A  Friend  of  Saybrook 


Compliments 
Bill  &  Bernadine  Stack 


JOHN  D.  RASOR 

BUILDING   CONTRACTOR 

Saybrook,  111.61770 
Phone  309-475-6901 


Fincham's  Steakhaus 
Colfax,  III. 

The  Finest  in  Steaks 
and  Sea  Food 

Residence  723-5392 


Alexander  Lumber  Co. 

Colfax,  Illinois  61728 

THE  BEST  OE  EVERYTHING 
FOR  THE  BUILDER 


;in:!  \.  Harrison 


Phone  723-2761 


Congratulations  to  Saybrook 


Your  Helpful 
Hardware  Man 


127-29  North  Sangamon 

(ilBSON  CITY,   ILL. 

Phone  12171  7S4-.'S.S«7 


In  1900  a  Pipe  Organ  Society  was  organized 
and  by  diligent  work  a  fine  Pilcher  Pipe  Organ 
was  installed.  At  the  same  time  beautiful  stained 
memorial  windows  were  placed  in  the  church, 
the  ceiling  was  arched,  the  "Amen  Corner" 
taken  out  and  the  pulpit  and  choir  loft  extended 
the  entire  east  end  of  the  church.  The  whole 
church  was  redecorated  and  on  December  15, 
1907  the  Pipe  Organ  was  dedicated.  A  splendid 
program  of  music  by  the  organist,  Roy  Cheney,  a 
great-grandson  of  Jonathan  Cheney,  made  this  a 
memorable  day. 

Under  the  long  pastorate  of  Rev.  R.  L.  Steed, 
1913-1922,  an  annex  for  Sunday  School  rooms, 
and  a  kitchen  and  dining  room  in  the  basement 
were  added. 


1920-1930 
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In  Dec.  1926  the  parsonage  burned  and  the 
Struebing  home  on  Lincoln  street  was  purchased 
for  a  parsonage. 

June  15-June  22,  1930  the  church  observed 
Centennial  week  with  special  programs  and  a 
fine  pageant  under  the  direction  of  Mabel  B. 
Easterbrook.  The  church  was  redecorated  for 
this  event. 

in  1936  Mrs.  Jennie  Newcomb  presented  a  fine 
home  on  Walnut  St.  for  the  parsonage.  On  April 
8,  1951  Deegan  Chimes  were  dedicated.  In  1953- 
54,  a  new  garage  was  built  at  the  parsonage  and 
the  church  was  redecorated  within  and  without. 

September  11  to  18,  1955  the  church  observed 
its  125th  anniversary.  Special  programs  were 
planned  under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  R.  C.  Myers. 

In  1960  Saybrook  and  Arrowsmith  began 
sharing  a  pastor.  This  arrangement  continued 
for  six  years. 
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In  1967  the  Methodist  church  and  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  became  a 
yoked  charge  with  Rev.  Don  Ferrill  serving  both 
congregations  and  the  church  buildings  were 
called  the  East  and  West  Chapels. 

On  June  2,  1968  the  two  congregations 
celebrated  their  uniting  to  torm  the  Saybrook 
Wesbein  United  Methodist  Church.  After  using 
the  two  buildings  it  was  decided  to  make  im- 
provements on  the  East  Chapel  and  to  sell  the 
West  Chapel.  This  was  done  in  1974.  Wesbein 
United  Methodist  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Grand  and  Main  streets.  As  a  part  of  the  ren- 
novation  of  the  church  new  chimes  were  in- 
stalled. The  cost  of  the  chimes  was  met  by 
generous  contributions  from  church  members 
and  many  friends  in  the  community.  The 
Christian  hymns  are  heard  twice  dally  and 
provide  inspiration  and  pleasure  to  people  of  our 
community.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Keith 
Simpsen. 


Congratulations  to  Saybrook  Citizens 
On  Their  150th  Birthday 
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Saybrook  Christian  Church  History 

The  history  of  the  Saybrook  Christian  Church 
goes  back  to  1860  when  Mr.  Jesse  Richards 
helped  fornn  a  small  congregation  which  met  in  a 
schoolhouse  west  of  Saybrook.  However,  it  soon 
disbanded. 

In  1867  Mr.  J.M.  Stagner  began  holding 
preaching  services  in  the  Thompson 
schoolhouse,  one  mile  east  of  town.  Conversions 
were  made  and  scattered  members  gathered 
together.  In  the  early  winter  of  1868  another 
meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  under  the 
leadership  of  James  Robeson  and  James  Mit- 
chell. Others  were  gained  and  the  congregation 
was  reorganized. 

Services  were  held  in  Thompson  schoolhouse 
until  1868  or  1869  when  the  congregation  moved 
to  Harrison  Hall,  a  large  room  over  a  storeroom 
located  on  the  northwest  corner  at  Harrison  and 
Main  Streets.  G.  W.  Cline  became  the  pastor  in 
1869. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  hall  and  the  large 
number  who  wished  to  attend,  it  was  decided  to 
erecta  building.  A  lot  at  the  comer  of  Walnut  and 
Grove  was  selected,  the  lumber  hauled  from 
Bloomington  and  a  frame  church  was  erected. 
This  was  occupied  in  the  fall  of  1871. 

During  the  ministry  of  J.F.  Ghormly,  in  1884, 
the  building  was  moved  to  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Harrison.  In  1902  plans  were 
made  to  remodel  and  repair  the  church  building. 
The  building  was  moved  30  feet  south  and  as  far 
east  as  possible.  Steel  ceilings,  new  pews,  new 
windows  and  doors  were  added.  The  rebuilding 
and  refurnishing  resulted  in  an  almost  new 
building.  Rededication  to  the  Master's  Cause 
was  held  December  7,  1902. 

In  1908  the  building  was  rafsed-a  basement  was 
dug  and  classrooms  and  a  kitchen  provided  in 
this  area.  During  the  remodeling  the 
congregation  held  services  in  the  I.O.O.F.  Hall. 
Dedication  of  this  new  part  was  January  3,  1909. 
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A  heating  plant  was  installed  in  1910.  May  3, 
1915,  at  the  meeting  ot  Elders  and  Deacons,  the 
donation  of  a  pipe  organ  was  accepted.  There 
was  no  expense  to  the  church. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  28,  1951,  the  church  suf- 
fered one  of  its  greatest  losses  when  the  par- 
sonage burned.  Plans  were  quickly  made  to 
rebuild  and  on  April  19,  1953  open  house  was  held 
in  the  lovely  brick  house.  The  mortgage  on  the 
parsonage  was  burned  on  Nov.  6,  1955.  William 
Gage  ministered  from  Nov.  26,  1950  to  May  20, 
1956.  From  the  Saybrook  church  the  Gages  went 
to  Barbados,  West  Indes  to  serve  in  the  mission 
field.  The  Saybrook  church  agreed  to  be  their 
sponsors. 

In  1957  the  church  purchased  two  lots  directly 
west  of  the  church  bui  Iding.  These  were  used  for 
some  time  as  parking  lots.  In  1959  a  new  Ham- 
mond Spinet  Organ  was  given  anonymously  to 
the  church.  The  old  pipe  organ  was  removed. 

On  May  31 ,  1959  the  congregation  voted  to  bui  Id 
a  new  Educational  Unit.  The  building  was 
started  July  10,  1959  and  put  into  use  in  March 
1960.  The  new  unit  provided  ten  modern 
classrooms  and  two  restrooms.  Centennial, 
Homecoming  and  Dedication  of  the  Educational 
Unit  occurred  October  9,  1960. 

Ground  was  broken  for  a  new  building  the  first 
part  of  April,  1967.  Services  were  held  in  the  old 
building  as  the  new  building  was  erected  around 
it  in  the  shape  of  an  L.  The  first  Sunday  in  Sept. 
services  were  held  in  the  uncompleted  new 
building  and  demolition  of  the  old  building 
started  Labor  Day  and  was  completed  in  two 
weeks. 
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The  new  church  building  was  dedicated  April 
7,  1968.  The  new  building  consists  ot  the  sanc- 
tuary with  a  seating  capacity  ot  240  persons,  a 
fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  5  classrooms, 
restrooms,  preacher's  study>  secretary's  office 
and  a  nursery.  The  completely  remodeled 
educational  unit  consists  of  a  small  chapel  for 
Junior  Church,  8  class  rooms  plus  restroom 
facilities.  The  new  building  is  air  conditioned. 

The  bell  tower  topped  by  a  20  foot  aluminum 
cross  holds  the  original  church  bell  from  the  old 
building  and  is  used  each  Lord's  Day  to  call  the 
congregation  to  worship. 

A  property  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
church  block  was  purchased  in  1971  and  graveled 
for  parking.  A  new  organ  was  purchased  for  the 
sanctuary  in  April  1971. 

The  property  west  of  the  church  was  pur- 
chased in  1967  and  paid  for  in  1973.  The  house  was 
torn  down  and  with  graveling  this  area  is  a 
second  parking  lot. 

Rev.  James  L.  Reed  is  the  present  pastor 
having  served  the  church  since  July  1,  1970. 
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Congratulations  to  our  friends  and  employees  in  Say  brook. 
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United  Brethren  History 

In  1857  Rev.  Hiram  Stoddard  organized  the 
First  United  Brethren  church  at  the  Cunningham 
school.  The  congregation  grew  rapidly  and  in 
1866,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  J.W.  Elliott 
the  first  church  building  was  built  in  the  village. 
It  was  located  two  blocks  north  and  one  block 
east  of  Harrison  and  Center  street. 

In  1889  with  Rev.  Z.T.  Hatfield  as  pastor,  the 
town  church  building  was  moved  to  Brooklyn. 
here  a  fine  Sunday  School  developed  and 
societies  for  youth  and  children  were  organized. 

When  Rev.  B.F.  Dungan  became  pastor  in  1895 
he  quickly  sensed  that  a  new  building  and  a  new 
location  were  necessary  if  the  church  was  to 
grow.  If  was  agreed  to  move  back  into  town  and 
the  corner  of  Center  and  Harrison  was  selected 
as  the  site.  Building  began  and  the  frame 
structure  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  1897. 

The  membership  grew  and  in  1910  when  work 
ceased  at  the  Salem  church  many  families  joined 
the  Saybrook  worshipers.  During  Rev.  Elmer 
Fowler's  ministry  work  was  begun  on  a  brick 
structure  to  replace  the  frame  church.  The 
building  was  dedicated,  free  of  debt,  on  January 
23,  1916. 

A  memorable  day  in  the  history  of  the  church 
was  in  1918  when  members  of  the  Zion  and 
Greenwood  churches  united  with  the  Saybrook 
church  to  form  one  United  Brethren  fellowship. 
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In  1919  a  new  parsonage  was  built  and 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.W. 
Sholty  and  family. 

A  Moller  pipe  organ  was  installed  and 
dedicated  in  1927. 

Another  uniting  service  of  denominational 
importance  was  solemnized  in  the  General 
Conference  on  November  16,  1946  when  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  united  with  the 
Evangelical  Church  to  form  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

The  church  faithfully  served  the  community 
and  on  November  21,  1937,  celebrated  its 
eightieth  anniversary. 

Organ  chimes  were  dedicated  Aug.  22,   1948. 

Centennial  Week  was  observed  November  10- 
17,  1957.  Special  programs  were  planned  and  a 
pageant  written  by  Miss  Geneva  Harper  was  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  celebration. 

With  the  denominational  merger  of  the 
Methodist  and  the  E.U.B.  churches  the  two  local 
churches  became  a  yoked  charge.  Rev.  Don 
Ferrill  served  the  two  churches  and  led  the 
planning  of  the  celebration  uniting  the  local 
churches  on  June  2,  1968.  The  new  church  was 
named  Wesbein  United  Methodist.  Both 
buildings  continued  to  be  used  until  1974. 
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SCHOOLS 

The  first  school  house  in  the  grove  was  built  of 
logs  in  1832.  Its  location,  if  standing  now,  would 
be  in  the  street  on  the  north  side  of  the  old 
cemetery.  This  school  was  run  as  a  subscription 
school  at  $2  a  scholar.  There  were  only  about  ten 
of  the  old  settlers  families  living  here  when  it 
was  used,  and  the  children  that  went  to  this  had 
to  pay  this  fee  for  a  term.  A  Mr.  Rowland  taught 
this  school  and  a  Mr.  Harbison  also;  and  a  lame 
man  by  the  name  of  William  Johnson  was 
teaching  when  the  building  burned.  The 
remainder  of  the  term  was  finished  in  a  vacant 
house  belonging  to  Jonathan  Cheney. 

The  settlers  then  built  a  school  of  logs  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  grove  and  another  at  the  west 
end  of  the  grove,  and  these  were  called  the  upper 
and  lower  school  houses.  Some  of  the  early 
teachers  were  Mary  Cheney,  Elizabeth,  Ireland, 
Mary  Cottingham,  W.  F.  Prosser,  Arch  Deland, 
William  Clow,  John  Holderman,  J.B.  Henderson, 
and  Enoch  A.  Gastman.  The  two  log  school 
houses  were  used  up  to  and  in  the  early  fifties. 

Then  the  settlers  built  a  frame  school  building 
in  the  timber  near  Blakesley's  saw  mill.  This 
stood  about  three  blocks  due  east  of  where  the 
first  log  school  was  that  burned  and  it  was  not 


long  till  the  village  of  Tuffy  sprang  up  in  the 
woods,  and  it  was  called  the  Tuffy  school.  Then 
another  frame  building  was  built  down  in  the 
east  end  of  the  grove  and  was  called  the  Hard 
Scrabble  school.  Another  frame  building  was 
built  up  at  the  west  end  of  the  grove  in  the  south 
edge  of  the  timber.  This  was  first  called  the 
Merritt  School,  as  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Merritt  lived  just  across  the  road  from  the 
school;  then  later  on  it  was  called  the  Woodland 
school  The  building  of  these  three  frame 
buildings  abandoned  the  use  of  any  more  log 
school  houses  in  Cheney's  Grove,  and  supplied 
the  township  until  1857  or  1858. 

In  1857  three  more  frame  school  houses  were 
started;  one  in  the  south  edge  of  the  grove,  called 
Peg  an  Awl;  one  in  the  northeast,  called  the 
Sfringtown  school;  and  another  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  township,  called  the  McMackin 
school.  The  latter  name  was  changed  when  a 
tailor  spent  a  week  at  McMackins  home  making 
coats  for  the  family  and  in  that  week  the  sun 
never  shone  once  and  he  was  heard  to  remark 
that  "this  was  indeed  a  dark  corner."  Thereafter 
the  school's  name  was  changed  to  the  "Dark 
Corner  School." 
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The  Methodists,  who  had  a  primitive  church 
west  of  town  known  as  the  Ebeneezer  Church 
joined  with  the  school  directors  in  1864  to  build  a 
church  and  school  combined  on  the  ground 
where  our  present  park  is  located.  It  was  of  two 
stories  with  a  high  spire  reaching  heavenward,  it 
faced  north  to  what  is  now  Lincoln  street.  The 
second  story  of  one  large  room  was  the  church 
auditorium.  The  lower  floor  was  partitioned  for 
school  rooms.  The  bell  in  the  belfry  is  now  in  the 
present  Methodist  Church  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Grand  Streets. 

Dr.  J.L.  Ballard,  J.D.  Lewis  and  John  Lowery 
were  the  first  trustees  of  the  proposed  academy 
which  was  founded  in  1865.  It  was  considered  a 
great  asset  to  the  village.  Pupils  came  from  far 
and  near  to  attend  this  school  of  higher  lear- 
ning. The  rules  and  regulations  were  rather 
quaint  and  rigid  and  a  fee  was  charged  for  en- 
trance. The  church  part  was  called  the  Brad- 
shaw  church  after  the  minister  at  that  time. 
Oliver  Springstead,  an  eastern  man  and  a 
graduate  of  Princeton  with  a  master's  degree, 
was  the  originator  of  the  academy.  Professor 
Barwick  also  taught  in  this  school. 
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A  brick  school  building  was  erected  in  1895  to 
house  both  the  grade  and  high  school.  A  gym- 
nasium was  built  near  the  west  side  of  the  school 
in  1911.  Ag  classes  met  in  a  basement  room  of 
this  building.  The  block  structure  was  removed 
in  1933. 

In  1928-29  a  new  high  school  building  was 
constructed  at  the  north  edge  of  town.  The  first 
class  to  graduate  from  this  fine  building  were  the 
Seniors  of  1930. 

In  the  late  40's  the  rural  schools  in  the  township 
consolidated  with  the  town  grade  school  district. 
With  all  the  elementary  children  coming  to  the 
town  building  an  addition  was  added  to  the  north 
of  the  brick  structure.  This  provided  cafeteria 
space  and  served  as  an  all-purpose  room. 

The  Saybrook  school  districts  united  with  the 
Arrowsmith  school  districts  in  1952,  Saybrook- 
Arrowsmith  Unit  11  being  the  name  of  the  new 
district.  The  Arrowsmith  High  School  building 
became  the  Junior  High  School  and  all  high 
school  students  attended  classes  in  the  Saybrook 
High  School.  Classes  for  grades  2-6  met  as  usual 
in  the  two  communities. 


In  1957  another  addition  was  joined  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  old  brick  building  and 
this  became  the  cafeteria  space  and  all-purpose 
room.  The  area  to  the  west  was  made  into  2 
classrooms  with  rest  rooms.  A  new  grade  school 
building  was  erected  in  Arrowsmith  in  1958. 

A  new  gymnasium,  with  extensive  remodeling 
of  the  old  gym  occurred  in  1958.  The  Junior  high 
students  were  given  rooms  in  the  high  school 
building.  Later  grades  3  -  6  were  moved  to 
Arrowsmith  and  the  Superintendent's  office  was 
moved  from  the  high  school  to  the  brici<  grade 
school  building. 

At  the  present  time  the  first  floor  of  the 
original  brick  school  has  the  Superintendent's 
office  and  two  classrooms  and  the  additions  on 
the  north  continue  in  use,  providing  two 
classrooms  and  the  all-purpose  area  which 
provides  cafeteria  service  for  the  students  in  the 
building  and  also  those  in  the  High  school 
building. 

Saybrook-Arrowsmith  Unit  11  statistics  for 
1974  follow: 

Enrollment -135  High  School,  77  Junior  High, 
74  Saybrook  Grade,  127  Arrowsmith  Grade. 

Employs-28  teachers,  3  administrators,  2 
secretaries,  6  cafeteria  workers,  4  janitors  and  7 
bus  drivers. 


Complimenfs  of 


Siron  Sales  &  Service,  Inc. 


R.  R.  1,  Bloomington,  III.,  Ph:  (309)  663-1223 

Sales  &  Service  Warehouse  &  Office 
3'/2  Miles  East  of  Route  66  on  Route  9 


BEST  WISHES 


To  The 


COMMUNITY  OF  SAYBROOK 
STENSELS'  FUNERAL  HOMES 


serving  the  area  since  1867 


H.  M.  Stensel     V.  F.  Stensel     L.  R.  Stensel 


Craig  H.  Pillatsch      Eldon  E.  Sprou 


Compliments 
of 

Sabina 
Elevator 

Sabina,  Illinois 


Glenn  C.  Bradd 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

AUCTIONEER 

Phone  475-6417 
SAYBROOK,   ILLINOIS 


Compliments  of 

Clyde  &  Ruth 
Brittain 

Saybrook,  III. 


"How  good  It  is  to 

_     _             ■        ■ 

live  and  learn" 

Hobbs 

Standard  Service 

Saybrook's  Progressive 

O  —         A.            C    A 

Literary  Club 

Route  54 

Bellflower,  Illinois 

1917                                            1975 

Phone  722-3360 

ORGANIZATIONS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  organizations  which  existed  or  are  still 

existing  in  Cheney's  Grove  Township.  There  may  have  been  or  may  be 

others  which  have  been  missed  but  none  intentionally. 

The  Pipe  Organ  Club                                                                                                   Idlers  Club 

Fortnightly  Club                                                                                                           34  Club 

Saybrook  Camp  No.  2032  M.  W.  Of  America                                                              Home  Makers 

W.  c,  T.  U.                                                                                                                    Moderns  Club 

Koval  Neighbors                                                                                                           Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 

Saybrook  Improvement  League                                                                                  Parent  Teachers  Association 

September  Club                                                                                                            4-H  Clubs 

Brunswick  Club                                                                                                            Girl  Scouts 

(;.  A.  K.       McPherson  Post                                                                                        Boy  Scouts 

Creve  Coucr  Club                                                                                                               Modern  Ladies  Club 

The  ".I"  Club                                                                                                                Women's  Club  Sr. 

Masonic  Lodge                                                                                                             Women's  Club  Jr. 

Lions  International                                                                                                      Odd  Fellows  Lodge 

Literary  Club                                                                                                                Rebekahs  Lodge 

Cotorie  Club                                                                                                                        American  Legion 

Knights  of  Pythias                                                                                                       Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 

Mindell  Club                                                                                                                 Cub  Scouts 

Saybrook 

Compliments  of 

Recreation 

Boyle  Brothers 

Center 

Ed  and  John 

POOL   &   BILLIARDS 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

Saybrook,  Illinois 

"Mini  Thanks" 

VVATKINS  MARKET 

Where  Your  Dollars 
Have  AAore  Cents 

Arrowsmith/  Illinois 


Contributors 


The  following  is  a  list  of  contributors  who 
graciously  made  donations  to  start  our 
Sesquicentennial  program.  These  donors  made 
possible  the  title  we  use  "SHADE  &  WATER 
INC." 


BAUGHMAN 


Chevrolet  -  Buick,  Inc. 


Gibson  City,  II 
217-784-8246 


Home  Makers  Club 

Moderns  Club 

Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 

Masonic  Lodge 

David  Humphrey  Daniels  Post 

Lions  International 


Saybrook  Volunteer  Fireman 
Village  of  Saybrook 
Cheney's  Grove  Township 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Fourth  of  July  Assoc. 


:»)•)/ 'rir^-MTi 


IO:OOA.M.- 1:00  A.M. 


CLUB   121 


(HKKKN    -STKAKS  --  SEAFOOD 
(  ()(  KTAII.S  --  HKKR  --  P.ACKAGED  GOODS 


Chiuk  &  Viv  Wilcox 
I'ropriflois 


I  Block  South  121  &» 
Trcmont.  Illinois 


Electronics  Disfribufor 


^ 


TWO-WAY 

RADIO 

(B  &  Commercial 

lohiison 

l';.<c 

A 

AIAKKSON   SALES  CO 

Midland 

/s\. 

217  V:   Front  St. 

Kovce 

-     Hloominf{ton.  III.  61701 

Hcucncy 

ycov 

IlKlill  S2.VH.i.5:i 

SAYBROOK  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION     PLANNING     COMMITTEES 


Gen.  Chairman: 
Treasurer: 
Receipts: 
Secretary: 


Don  Gibbens 

Albert  Sallee 

Dale  Bunney 

Judy  Thomas 


PUBLICITY 

Bud  Tammen,  Chmn. 


Marilyn  Man  ah  an 
Row  en  a  More  fie  Id 
AAorris  Bruehl 


Don  Robinson 
Mike  Butler 
Debbie  Butler 


MEDALLION  AND  SOUVENIR 

John  Simpsen,  Chmn. 

Mary  Ball  Henry  Feese 


ARTWORK 

Joyce  Neil,  Chmn. 


FOOD 

Kenney  Simpsen,  Chmn.      Eugene  Stauffer 
Darrell  Simpsen  Albert  Sallee 


ACTIVITIES 

Jerry  Nord,  Chmn. 


MUSEUM 

Jim  &  Kay  Goodrich,  Chmn. 


COSTUMES  AND  BEARDS 

Louise  Feese  and  Don  Maupin,  Chmn. 
Bert  McNeilly  Clara  Jones 

Dot  McNeilly  Henry  Feese 


PARADE 

Ed  Boyle  &  Paul  Huth,  Chmn. 

Don  Boyle  Warren  Walters 


QUEEN 

June  Kirkpatrick,  Chmn.     Madonna  Young 
Beulah  Bain  Sharon  Maupin 

Nancy  Nord  Vera  Marcellus 


SCHEDULE 

Dick  Hudson,  Chmn. 

JoAnn  Coile  Bob  Moore 

Elaine  Johnson  Nile  Taylor 


FIREWORKS 

Merle  Kirkpatrick,  Chmn. 

Don  VanWinkle  Henry  Feese 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Phil  Anderson,  Chmn.  Cleo  Steed 

Joy  Moore  Orville  Kelly 

Russell  Moore  Paul  Jensen 


HISTORY 


Rex  Butler,  Chmn. 
William  Stack 
Hester  Arbogast 
Alleen  Jenson 


Jay  Fitzhenry 
Joe  Streenz 
Charles  Bane 


DECORATIONS 

Charles  Bartimus 


Saybrook  Today 
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Harrison  St.  —  East 


Lincoln  St.  —  East 


Monsanto 


fi<GR\C\illURM  DIVISION 


Monsanto  Company 

363  South  Main  Street 

Decatur,  Illinois  62523 

Bus.:  (217)  423-6031     Res.:  (217)  784-4471 

Res.:  P.  O.  Box  227,  Gibson  City,  Illinois  60936 


Roger  C.  Simms 

Area  Representative 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


To  The 


Saybrook  Community 


on 


150  YEARS 


of 


Success 


Gibson  Community  Hospital 


Gibson  City,  Illinois 


STATE  BANK  Of 
SAyBROOK 


FDIi 


Complete  Banking  Service 


FDI€ 


PHONE:   475-2511 


SAYBROOK 


ILLINOIS   61770 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


COOl 


rAmmSESQUiCENTENNmLSAYBROOK? 


ILL 
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